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HIGHER KINNERTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE REMOTE MEETING HELD VIA MICROSOFT TEAMS  
ON WEDNSDAY 9TH SEPTEMBER 2020 COMMENCING AT 6.30 P.M. 

 
 
PRESENT: Cllr. M. Allport, Cllr K. Griffiths, Cllr. M. King, Cllr. Flannigan, Cllr. J. Swash, Cllr. C. Nugent,  Liz Corner 
(Clerk) 
 
20.057  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE / REASON GIVEN 
Apologies of absence received from Cllr. John Sheehan and Cllr. James Farley due to alternative commitments.  
 
20.058 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
Cllr. Griffith declared an interest in the agenda item relating to the website.  

 
20.059 TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 28th JULY 2020 
The minutes were proposed by Cllr. King and seconded by Cllr. Allport as a true record. All agreed. 
 
20.060 UPDATES FROM THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING  
Page 3 (20.2054) – Cllr. Flannigan agreed to circulate the draft health and safety policy for the volunteer group prior 
to the October meeting although members noted volunteer activities would be restricted due to Covid-19 pandemic.  
Page 3 (20.2054) – Cllr. Cllr. King had submitted a draft walking route proposal to FCC and received positive 
response although FCC were unable to provide any funding. Cllr. King had contacted Flintshire Local Voluntary 
Council regarding potential funding and awaited a response. Members resolved that Cllr. King should proceed with 
applying for available funding.  
Page 3 (20.2054) – Members agreed to defer discussions regarding the Old Railway Line until the October meeting. 
Page 3 (20.2054) – Cllr. Griffiths had not received any communication regarding the newsletter from Cllr. Farley. 
Page 3 (20.2054) – The Clerk had sent Cllr. Farley details regarding the webinar training.  
 
ACTIONS  

Cllr. Flannigan  To circulate a draft Health and Safety Policy for Volunteer Group 

 
 
20.061 CORRESPONDENCE  

1) Lloyds Bank Statements received, checked and filed 
 
20.062 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

1) Microsoft Payment (HKCC On-line services) - £7.20 - payment by debit card. Expenditure incurred on behalf 
of HKCC and payment reported at the next meeting in accordance with Para. 6.6 Higher Kinnerton 
Community Council’s Financial Regulations. 

2) Microsoft Payment (HKCC On-line services) - £3.60 - payment by debit card. Expenditure incurred on behalf 
of HKCC and payment reported at the next meeting in accordance with Para. 6.6 Higher Kinnerton 
Community Council’s Financial Regulations. 

3) Microsoft Payment (HKCC On-line services) - £29.12 - payment by debit card. Expenditure incurred on 
behalf of HKCC and payment reported at the next meeting in accordance with Para. 6.6 Higher Kinnerton 
Community Council’s Financial Regulations. 

4) Google (HKCC email service July 2020) - £4.14 - payment by debit card. Expenditure incurred on behalf of 
HKCC and payment reported at the next meeting in accordance with Para. 6.6 Higher Kinnerton Community 
Council’s Financial Regulations. 

5) Google (HKCC email service August 2020) - £4.14 - payment by debit card. Expenditure incurred on behalf 
of HKCC and payment reported at the next meeting in accordance with Para. 6.6 Higher Kinnerton 
Community Council’s Financial Regulations. 

6) Amazon Web Services (HKCC website hosting fee July 2020) - £4.92 - payment by debit card. Expenditure 
incurred on behalf of HKCC and payment reported at the next meeting in accordance with Para. 6.6 Higher 
Kinnerton Community Council’s Financial Regulations  

7) Amazon Web Services (HKCC website hosting fee August 2020) - £4.74 - payment by debit card. 
Expenditure incurred on behalf of HKCC and payment reported at the next meeting in accordance with Para. 
6.6 Higher Kinnerton Community Council’s Financial Regulations  

8) Greenfingers (MRRG maintenance 1/12th annual value for 2020-2021) - £129.95  - payment proposed by 
Cllr. Allport and seconded by Cllr. King. All agreed. It was agreed that the Clerk as Service Administrator 
would proceed to facilitate the payment by internet banking transfer. 

9) DM Payroll Services Limited (payroll service provider) - £40.50  - payment proposed by Cllr. Allport and 
seconded by Cllr. King. All agreed. It was agreed that the Clerk as Service Administrator would proceed to 
facilitate the payment by internet banking transfer. 
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20.063 REPORTS IN RELATION TO: 
 
COMMUNITY  

a. Outdoor gym inspections update 

Members agreed to proceed with placing an order in the sum of £100.00 for an annual inspection of the outdoor gym 
by the Play Inspection Company.  Cllr. Nugent had conducted an inspection of the outdoor gym  on 4th September 
2020 and confirmed routine inspections would be conducted fortnightly. The Clerk agreed to liaise with Cllr. Nugent 
regarding minor replacement parts.    
 

ACTIONS  

Clerk  To  liaise with Cllr. Nugent regarding minor replacement parts for the outdoor gym. 

 

b. Park Avenue Play Area update  

Cllr. Allport advised that following a recent site visit, FCC (Aura Leisure) had agreed to make arrangements to repair 
damaged play area surfacing and had further agreed to provide any recommendations regarding maintenance tasks 
which could potentially be carried out by the volunteer group.  
 

c. Bennetts Lane Corner update 

Following the site meeting on 23rd July, FCC had submitted proposals regarding lighting and footpath improvements 
and provided a hedge planting specification. Prior to responding to FCC, Cllr. Allport agreed to check the lights in 
Buckley to ascertain if the proposed lighting was suitable. The Clerk had chased FCC for a quote for the removal of 
the hedging and advised there may be funds available from the Environmental Grant to cover a proportion the cost of 
the replacement hedging.   
 
ACTIONS  

Cllr. Allport To ascertain if the  lighting proposed by FCC would be suitable for Bennetts Lane Corner 

 
d. Dragon Sports Summer Camp update  

The Clerk had circulated the report with the agenda papers which confirmed the holiday camp had been very 
successful  with 103 attendances at 8 sessions over 4 weeks (the last session on Friday the 21st of August had to be 
cancelled as the weather was too bad) averaging 14 children per session which is good over a four week period as 
our maximum was 15 per session with 16 hours of physical activity offered and a range of sports delivered all social 
distancing in place. 
 

e. Christmas event planning and Christmas lighting quotation  

Members resolved to proceed with placing an order in the sum of £780 plus VAT for installation and removal of the 
Christmas lights. Members acknowledged the Christmas event could not proceed on the same basis this year 
although there was a general consensus that HKCC should make arrangements for all children the school and in the 
village under the age of 16 to be presented with a gift and additionally HKCC should host a writing competition. 
Members agreed to submit ideas for gifts and a writing competition to the Clerk in advance of the October meeting.  
 
ACTIONS  

All  To submit ideas for gifts and a writing competition to the Clerk in advance of the October meeting. 

 
  

f. Streetscene update  

Cllr. Allport attended a site meeting with Ian Williams of FCC on 8th September. Members noted FCC had invited 
quotes for the resurfacing of Kinnerton Lane from the Royal Oak to Lesters Lane. FCC agreed to repair a raised 
utility cover on Main Road and to repair the damaged pavement on Springfield Close and to repair the damaged sign 
on Sandy Lane. FCC would be undertaking a survey of the drains on Bennetts Lane to identify the cause of the 
overflowing storm drain. FCC had undertaken notable repair work to rectify and drainage problem on Bramley Lane 
and  would be undertaking work to prevent pooling of water outside Rosedene. FCC were scheduled to reinstate the 
bollard in the road outside the Swan. It was noted the potholes on Lesters Lane required urgent repair works. Cllr. 
Allport agreed to send a summary of agreed actions  and request to Ian Williams.  
 

ACTIONS  

Cllr. Allport To send a summary of agreed actions  re Streetscene issues to Ian Williams. 
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COMMERCE & GOVERNANCE  

a. 2019- 2020 external audit update. 
The Clerk advised the Annual Return together with an explanation of any significant variations and all information 
required to support the Annual Governance Statement and been sent to the external auditor (BDO LLP) as required 
although no response to date had been received.  
 

COMMUNICATION  

a. Website decision re recommendations for improvements and compliance with accessibility legislation  
  

Members noted that no progress had been made with Cllr. Farley arranging a meeting with the prospective service 
provider in relation to the new website proposal. The Clerk agreed to arrange a meeting without further delay.  
 
ACTIONS  

Clerk  To arrange a meeting regarding prospective service provider regarding the new website 
proposal and the Website Accessibility Regulations 

 

PLANNING 

a. Review planning applications received and decisions since meeting on 28th July 2020  

Ref:                            061606  

Date Received:19.08.2020  Proposal:              Proposed single storey extension and internal alterations  at New Hall 

Farm, Stringers Lane, Higher Kinnerton, Chester, CH4 9BR. All members agreed to support the application and raise 
no objections. 
  
Ref:                            061626  
Date Received:19.08.2020  
 Proposal:              Proposed First Floor Extension over Existing Garage/Utility, with Existing Garage converted and 

pitched roof to front, and Two-Storey Extension to rear  at 14 Paddock Way, Higher Kinnerton, Chester, Flintshire, 

CH4 9BA. All members agreed to support the application and raise no objections. 
  
Ref:                            061609  
Date Received:19.08.2020  
Proposal:             Erection of an additional bedroom above garage and internal alterations at 16 Paddock Way, 
Higher Kinnerton, Chester, Flintshire, CH4 9BA. All members agreed to support the application and raise no 
objections.  
  
Ref:                            061092  
Date Received:23.06.2020  
Proposal:              Demolition of existing outbuilding, erection of decking and reconfiguration of existing car park and the 
erection of 3no. residential dwellings, landscaping, car parking and all associated development at  Swan Inn, 41 Main 
Road, Higher Kinnerton, Chester, CH4 9AJ  
Decision Date:01.09.2020 - Refused  
 

b. Update re Kinnerton Meadows planning application  

The Clerk had submitted a detailed response to FCC re planning application reference 061530 re the Kinnerton Lane 
and had been advised the application would be submitted to Planning Committee for consideration in September or 
October 2020.  
 
 
20.064 REPORTS FROM MEMBERS  
 
In term of revised meeting arrangements, members noted that due to legislative changes it would not be feasible to 
hold meetings in the village hall until further notice.  
 
20.065 TO CONFIRM DATE OF NEXT MEETING   
The next remote meeting to be held on Wednesday 14th October 2020 commencing at 6.30pm. The meeting was 
declared closed at 19.25 p.m.  
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