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HIGHER KINNERTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE BLUE ROOM, KINNERTON VILLAGE HALL ON WEDNESDAY 
11th APRIL 2018 COMMENCING AT 6.30 P.M. 

 
 
PRESENT: Cllr. Evans (Chairman), Cllr. M. Allport (Vice Chairman) Cllr. C. Upton (arrived at 7. 00p.m), Cllr. C. 
Leonard, Cllr. J. Farley, Cllr. G. Caulfield, Cllr. Mosley, Liz Corner (Clerk)  
 
IN ATTENDANCE: Robert Lake (for fly-tipping update only) and Mike Eastwood, FCC Streetscene (for fly-
tipping and Streetscene updates only). 
 
18.000 FLY-TIPPING UPDATE 
Cllr. Evans advised this agenda item had been brought forward for the benefit of Robert Lake and offered Mr. 
Lake the opportunity to present his observations.   
 
Mr. Lake had been appalled by the recent incidents of fly tipping which had created obstacles in the roads and 
posed a danger to the public. Mr. Lake did not consider that FCC’s Street Scene service, or the police had the 
necessary resource to resolve the issue without assistance from the public with obtaining eye witness 
evidence. Mr. Lake had concluded that irrespective of his involvement to date it was the responsibility of HKCC 
to take any further action deemed appropriate and advised some assistance might be available via Fly Tipping 
Wales. Mr. Lake raised the possibility of obtaining cameras although is was noted very strict procedures would 
apply and landowner consent required. The fly-tipped waste had mainly appeared to be garden waste and in 
this respect Mr. Lake recommended that residents be reminded to check contractors removing garden waste 
had the necessary landfill permit to dispose of the waste and considered Trading Standards may have a roll in 
checking such permits.  
 
Mr. Lake considered HKCC’s response to his Facebook campaign had curtailed the support and comments 
from other residents although noted that there had been minimal attendance at the meeting he had arranged at 
the village hall to discuss the fly-tipping issue.  
 
Cllr. Evans advised Mr. Lake of the limited role of HKCC in terms of tackling fly-tipping and advised the PSCO 
had been informed about the Facebook campaign due to concern that residents may be placing themselves at 
risk by undertaking surveillance activities. Mike Eastwood stated FCC’s role was limited to clearing up the 
debris following a fly-tipping incident as Streetscene had no direct enforcement powers. It was noted that both 
FCC and HKCC has limited resources to address fly-tipping although it was agreed HKCC would include a 
further article in the May newsletter to raise awareness of the issue and offer advice to tackle the issue.  
 
Mr. Lake left the meeting at 6.50pm. 
 
There was a general consensus that the scale of the recent incidents were not a regular occurrence. Mike 
Eastwood advised a number of the recently fly-tipped loads had contained asbestos resulted in a cost to FCC 
of £750.00 per removal. It was agreed further photographic evidence of the fly-tipping would be sent to Mike 
Eastwood.  
 

18.001 FCC STREET SCENE UPDATE  
Cllr. Mosley raised a concern regarding the prolific amount of litter accumulating on the sides of the roads 
around the village. Cllr. Leonard raised a similar concern regarding rubbish which refuse collectors had failed 
to pick up dropped by their team. Mike Eastwood agreed to raise the issue regarding rubbish dropped by 
refuse collectors with the relevant team.  
 
 Issues with water running down Park Avenue and in the vicinity of Beech House were raised.  Mike Eastwood 
confirmed Streetscene officers had been sent to clear the blocked gullies along Park Avenue and agreed to 
attend to the blocked gullies near Beech House.  
 
Cllr. Upton agreed to send photographs of the damage caused by contractors to the public footpath adjacent to 
the Kinnerton Meadows housing development and Mike Eastwood agreed to raise the matter with the 
contractors. 
 
Following recent damage to the bridle way between Main Road and Deans Way, Mike Eastwood agreed to visit 
the site and to investigate the possibility of installing bollards and signage. Mike Eastwood agreed to re-locate 
the salt bin to is original position on the bridle way and to re-fill the bin with salt.  
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Cllr. Evans advised a resident had reported that despite contacting FCC regarding a dog fouling incident, no 
further action had been taken. It was agreed that the Clerk would liaise with Mike Eastwood to arrange for 
member of FCC’s enforcement team to attend the next meeting.  
 
In relation to the prolific number of potholes in the roads in and around the village, Mike Eastwood had 
identified those potholes in need of repair and agreed to arrange for remedial works to be undertaken.  
 
Cllr. Caulfield considered surface water running from ditches onto lanes around the Green posed a hazard. 
Mike Eastwood advised responsibility for clearing blocked ditches fell to the adjacent landowner. It was noted 
there was a similar problem with water running onto Lesters Lane which Mike Eastwood agreed to raise due 
the land being owned by the Welsh Assembly.  
 
Mike Eastwood noted an outstanding action to fill the gap between the footpath and owner’s property outside 
Vale Cottages and agreed to attend to this matter once the pothole repairs had been completed.  
 
Mike Eastwood left the meeting at 7.15 pm 
 
ACTIONS  

Mike 
Eastwood 

To attend to the blocked gullies near Beech House.  
To raise issue re damage caused by contractors to the public footpath adjacent to the 
Kinnerton Meadows housing development and Mike Eastwood with the contractors. 
To re-locate the salt bin to is original position on the bridal way between Main Road and 
Deans Way and to re-fill the bin with salt.  
to arrange for member of FCC’s dog fouling enforcement team to attend the next meeting. 
To raise the issue with surface water running from ditches onto Lesters Lane with the Welsh 
Assembly.  
To fill the gap between the footpath and owner’s property outside Vale Cottages once the 
pothole repairs had been completed.  

 
 
18.002 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies received from Cllr. R. Springett due to alternative commitments.  

 
18.003 POLICE REPORT 
Members noted the content of the report which included six reports of fly tipping with the offender being 
unknown. The report confirmed PCSO Jones had been working with members of the community and different 
partnership agencies to put measures in place to prevent any further incidents. 
 
There had also been one break-in to a commercial property, Moor lane in relation to which enquiries were still 
on-going. 
 
 
18.004 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
All members declared an interest regarding the proposed payment in accordance with the Independent 
Remuneration Panel for Wales Determination that HKCC must make a payment to each of their members of 
£150 per year for costs incurred in respect of telephone usage, information technology, consumables etc 
 
 
18.005 TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 14th MARCH 2018 
The minutes were proposed by Cllr. Allport and seconded by Cllr. Caulfield as a true record. All agreed.  
 
18.006 -  UPDATES FROM THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING  
Page 2 (17.243) – The Clerk to proceed with order an additional yellow salt bin for Winter 2019  
Page 3(17.245) – The Clerk had contacted Punch Taverns regarding plans for the Royal Oak prior to 
investigating the required criteria for listed building status and had circulated the Punch Tavern’s to members. 
The Clerk agreed to send Cllr. Leonard Punch Tavern’s contact details to make enquiries regarding the 
whereabouts of the framed photographs which had been displayed in the Royal Oak. Cllr. Allport advised Lois 
Fleming had been investigating the potential for designating the Royal Oak as a listed building.  
Page 4(17.245) – Cllr. Allport had enquired whether FCC would be prepared to revise the proposed parking 
restriction scheme to remove the double yellow lines outside 15- 17 Llys Derwen although received no 
response despite several chasers. It was agreed Cllr. Allport would escalate the matter to the Head of 
Streetscene services to obtain a response  
Page 5(17.245) – Regarding the alternative newsletter service, members were very satisfied with the April 
newsletter produced by Hello Print and agreed to continue with Hello Print as the regular supplier.  
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ACTIONS  

Clerk To send Cllr. Leonard Punch Tavern’s contact details 

Cllr. Allport To escalate the matter re lack of FCC’s response in relation to proposed parking restrictions  

to the Head of Streetscene services 

 
 
18.007 CORRESPONDENCE  

1) Lloyds Bank Statements 
2) Annual return and external audit papers 
3) Email correspondence from Natural Resources Wales re fly tipping preventative measures  

 
 

18.008 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT  
 

1) FLVC (ad hoc printing) - £19.57 - cheque number 001563 proposed by Cllr. Caulfield and seconded by 
Cllr. Allport.  All agreed. 

2) Rich Fagan (Xmas tree removal) - £120.00 - cheque number 001564 proposed by Cllr. Caulfield and 
seconded by Cllr. Allport. All agreed. 

3) Cllr. Evans (reimbursement of travel expenses) - £37.35 - cheque number 001565 proposed by Cllr. 
Caulfield and seconded by Cllr. Allport. Cllr. Evans declared an interest. All other members agreed. 

4) Cllr. Farley (reimbursement for newsletter production payment) - £97.14 - cheque number 001566 
proposed by Cllr. Caulfield and seconded by Cllr. Allport. Cllr. Farley declared an interest. All other 
members agreed. 

5) FCC (MRRG rent) - £275.00 - cheque number 001567 proposed by Cllr. Caulfield and seconded by 
Cllr. Allport. All agreed. 

6) SLCC (membership renewal) - £100.00 - cheque number 001568 proposed by Cllr. Caulfield and 
seconded by Cllr. Allport. All agreed. 

7) Cllr. Evans (payment in accordance with Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales Determination 44 
as agreed at the HKCC meeting on 14.03.18) - £150.00 - cheque number 001569 proposed by Cllr. 
Caulfield and seconded by Cllr. Allport. Cllr. Evans declared an interest. All other members agreed. 

8) Cllr. Allport (payment in accordance with Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales Determination 44 
as agreed at the HKCC meeting on 14.03.18) - £150.00 - cheque number 001570 proposed by Cllr. 
Caulfield and seconded by Cllr. Evans. Cllr. Allport declared an interest. All other members agreed. 

9) Cllr. Springett (payment in accordance with Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales Determination 
44 as agreed at the HKCC meeting on 14.03.18) - £150.00 - cheque number 001571 proposed by Cllr. 
Caulfield and seconded by Cllr. Allport. Cllr. Springett had declared an interest. All other members 
agreed. 

10) Cllr. Farley (payment in accordance with Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales Determination 44 
as agreed at the HKCC meeting on 14.03.18) - £150.00 - cheque number 001572 proposed by Cllr. 
Caulfield and seconded by Cllr. Allport. Cllr. Farley declared an interest. All other members agreed. 

11) Cllr. Upton (payment in accordance with Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales Determination 44 
as agreed at the HKCC meeting on 14.03.18) - £150.00 - cheque number 001573 proposed by Cllr. 
Caulfield and seconded by Cllr. Allport. Cllr. Upton declared an interest. All other members agreed. 

12) Cllr. Leonard (payment in accordance with Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales Determination 
44 as agreed at the HKCC meeting on 14.03.18) - £150.00 - cheque number 001574 proposed by Cllr. 
Caulfield and seconded by Cllr. Allport. Cllr. Leonard declared an interest. All other members agreed. 

13) Cllr. Mosley (payment in accordance with Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales Determination 
44 as agreed at the HKCC meeting on 14.03.18) - £150.00 - cheque number 001575 proposed by Cllr. 
Caulfield and seconded by Cllr. Allport. Cllr. Mosley declared an interest. All other members agreed. 

14) Cllr. Caulfield (payment in accordance with Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales Determination 
44 as agreed at the HKCC meeting on 14.03.18) - £150.00 - cheque number 00176 proposed by Cllr. 
Evans and seconded by Cllr. Allport. Cllr. Caulfield declared an interest. All other members agreed. 

15) SLCC (Webinar) - £36.00 - cheque number 001577 proposed by Cllr. Caulfield and seconded by Cllr. 
Allport. All agreed 

16) E A Corner (Clerks overtime approved following robust scrutiny of hours record from 1.1.18 to 
31.03.18) -  £579.00 - cheque number 001578 proposed by Cllr. Caulfield and seconded by Cllr. 
Allport. All agreed 

17) Greenfingers (MRRG maintenance 1/12th annual value) - £81.00 - the Clerk advised the invoice had 
been queried with the Greenfingers 
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18.009 COMMUNITY   

a. Village Plan Update   

Cllr. Evans advised a limited amount of progress since the last HKCC meeting. A SWOT analysis had been 
undertaken to identify positive and negatives with the community and next steps would involve the preparation 
of a survey to provide an opportunity for all residents to contribute their views and assist with the formation of 
the village plan.  
 

b. Outdoor Gym update 

Members noted 2 objections to the proposed outdoor gym had been received from residents although FCC 
had advised the objections should not impact the end of April target date for determining the planning 
application.  
 

c. Ward Boundary changes update 

It was resolved to carry the agenda item forward to the May meeting once a response from FCC had been 
received.  
 

d. Proposed parking restrictions update 

The matter had been discussed earlier in the meeting and Cllr. Allport had agreed to pursue the matter with FCC 

 

e. Defibrillator update 

The Clerk had responded to the resident who had been working with the school to advise that HKCC had 
agreed in principal to support the initiative subject to reviewing the application details and to the school 
confirming FCC had  consented the installation of the defibrillator in the proposed location. The Clerk had 
requested a  copy of the application papers and also confirmation that FCC had provided the necessary 
consent and awaited a response. Cllr. Leonard advised the school were progressing with the project. Cllr. 
Evans advised Radnor Community Council had obtained a grant which had funded the installation of 3 
defibrillators. It was agreed Cllr. Leonard would establish the current position with the school and depending 
on the response, that HKCC may make enquiries regarding funding.  
 
ACTIONS  

Cllr. Leonard To establish the current position with the school re the defibrillator application 

 
f. Allotment maintenance and MRRG maintenance contract updates 

The Clerk advised Sam Carson had provided a quotation in the sum of £325.00 for the annual allotment 
maintenance. It was agreed to procced to place the order for the allotment maintenance for 2018-2019 and 
thereafter to liaise with allotment holders regarding the maintenance cost on the basis the rental payments were 
intended to cover the cost of maintenance and water supply such the allotments were self-financing. It was 
agreed to renew the MRRG grounds maintenance contract with Greenfingers at a maximum netcontract price of 
£1000  
 
ACTIONS  

Clerk To liaise with allotment holders regarding the maintenance cost (after audit) 

 
 

g. Fly- tipping update 

The matter had been discussed earlier in the meeting and its had been resolved to address the issue via a further 
newsletter article.  
 

h. Best Kept Community  

The Clerk advised the deadline for submitting the application forms was 1st June. It was resolved that Cllr. 
Mosley would assist the Clerk with preparing the application and thereafter the Clerk would submit the 
paperwork to FCC.  
 
ACTIONS  

Clerk To send BKC application papers to Cllr. Mosley   
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COMMERCE  

a. Updated budget report 

Members reviewed and discussed the updated budget monitoring report for 2017/18 and agreed the budget 
had been robustly monitored and managed during the 2017-18 financial year. Members noted and agreed the 
traffic calming improvements and outdoor gym equipment would be funded from reserves. 
 
COMMUNICATION  

a. Development of new website 

Having attended a recent OVW conference, Cllr. Evans considered that whilst HKCC’s website was generally 
of a higher standard than the winner of the best website category (which HKCC had not entered having won 
the previous year), that HKCC’s website could be further developed and improved. It was resolved that Cllr. 
Farley would prepare examples of new website templates and circulate for members’ comments. Cllr. Farley 
advised that alterative hosts could provide a more comprehensive service at a reduced cost.  
 
ACTIONS  

Cllr. Farley To prepare examples of new website templates and circulate for members’ comments 

 
 
b. Facebook monitoring  

Members noted that HKCC’s Face Book page contained no immediately accessible site rules or guidance on 
HKCC’s policy regarding content and management of posts. It was agreed that Cllr. Farley would collate and 
circulate the site rules. In terms of any offensive posts, it was agreed that HKCC’s Facebook page 
administrators would ensure such posts were deleted and a record retained.  
 
ACTIONS  

Cllr. Farley To collate and circulate the site rules re Face Book 

 
 
PLANNING  

The following applications had been received since the March meeting: 

• Application for a lawful development certificate for the proposed erection of extensions at 41 Kirkett 
Avenue, Higher Kinnerton, Chester, CH4 9BN. Members raised no objections. 

• Erection of outdoor gym equipment with associated tarmac hard standing at Recreation Ground Main 
Road, Higher Kinnerton, CH4 9AJ. HKCC has submitted the application as resolved.  

 

18.010 REVIEW OF CLERK’S WORKING PROCEDURES 
Members reviewed the Clerk’s timesheets and noted the additional hours which had been worked in the 
preceding 3 months which significantly exceeded the Clerk’s contracted hours. There was a consensus that the 
role and duties of the Clerk had expanded significantly for various reasons including an increasingly 
demanding audit regime and compliance with additional statutory duties. It was resolved that Cllr. Mosley and 
Cllr. Leonard would meet with the Clerk to review workloads to help ensure the Clerk’s working hours for 
HKCC alongside her work for Cheshire West and Chester Council were manageable.  
 
ACTIONS  

Clerk To arrange a meeting with Cllr. Mosley and Cllr. Leonard 

 
 
18.011 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Cllr. Evans had attended the OVW Larger Council’s conference where HKCC has been awarded a 
commendation in the category of Community Engagement. It was resolved that Cllr. Evans would approach the 
Village Hall Management Committee regarding the possibility of HKCC having a cabinet in the village hall to 
display HKCC’s various rewards. 
 
Cllr. Evans and Cllr. Allport had attended the OVW area committee meeting which had focussed on the 
significant impact of the forthcoming General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR).    
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Cllr. Evans summarised his preceding year in office as Chairman and noted that new members had joined 
HKCC and made very positive and valued contributions. Highlights of the year had included the awards from 
OVW, the Scarecrow competition, an award of 1st prize in the Best Kept Communities Competition, the 
community youth travel pass scheme, the designation of the Old Railway Line as a PROW, completion of the 
traffic calming scheme, the Christmas event, the continued success of HKCC’s Facebook page, major projects 
and plans including the village plan, the village day, and proposed outdoor gym.  
 
Other less positive aspects included complaints from residents regarding the raised traffic calming platform, 
resident’s opposition to specific aspects of the proposed parking restrictions although it was agreed that both 
matters had been addressed and managed objectively and with due diligence.  
 
New potential challenges including new development and new legislative requirements such as changes to the 
role and remit of Community Councils and data protection. Cllr. Evans considered training opportunities should 
be embraced to assist with HKCC with addressing new challenges and continuing to be a progressive and 
reactive community council.  
 
Thanks were expressed to the Chairman, to the Clerk and to the local member for their support and assistance 
throughout the year.  
 
ACTIONS  

Cllr. Evans To approach the Village Hall Management Committee regarding the possibility of HKCC having a 

cabinet in the village hall to display HKCC’s various rewards. 

 
 
18.012 CLERK’S REPORT 
The Clerk appraised members regarding further developments in relation to the GPDR and the issues 
regarding the potential requirement to appoint a Data Protection Officer. Pending resolution of the DPO issue, 
it was agreed to implement a staged plan for compliance with the GDPR and to continue to investigate the 
merit of appointing a consultant.  
 
 
18.013 REPORTS FROM MEMBERS  
Cllr. Allport had attended a Transport Strategy workshop at FCC which had set out options for the future of bus 
services in Flintshire. The next step would involve consultation with Town and Community Council and the 
public although there was a general emphasis on scaling down services and tailoring delivery to community-
based demand.  Cllr. Allport had been advised the current bus service from Chester to Higher Kinnerton would 
soon revert to the original through route for Chester to Mold.  
 
18.014 ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
No further business raised.  
 
18.015 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
The next meeting to be held on Wednesday 9th May commencing at 6.45 pm. The meeting was declared 
closed at 9.00pm 


