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HIGHER KINNERTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE BLUE ROOM, KINNERTON VILLAGE HALL ON 

THURSDAY 12th FEBRUARY 2015 COMMENCING AT 7.00 P.M. 
 
 
PRESENT: Cllr. M. Allport (Chairman), Cllr. J. Boden, Cllr. G. Evans, Cllr. S. Jessop, Cllr. A. Jones, Cllr. 
P. Jones, Cllr. R. Springett, Liz Corner (Clerk). 
   
14.156 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE/REASON GIVEN 
Apologies received from Cllr. N. Humphreys due to illness and Cllr. P. Lightfoot due to a prior engagement.  
 
14.157 POLICE REPORT 
The Clerk had been advised that PCSO Mat Gordon would be attending. It was noted that PCSO Gordon had 
also not attended a site meeting regarding the village hall car park on 31st January. It was agreed the Clerk 
would continue to seek to ensure PCSO Gordon attended future meetings.  
 
14.158 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllr. P. Jones declared an interest in the application for increased financial support received from 1st Kinnerton 
Scouts. 
 
14.159 TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 8th JANUARY 2015 
The minutes from the January meeting were proposed by Cllr. Jessop and seconded by Cllr. Boden as a true 
record. All agreed.  
 
14.160 UPDATES FROM THE MINUTES OF THE PREVOUS MEETINGS  
14.135 – The dog bins had now been installed in the agreed positions.   
14.135 – Cllr. Jessop had liaised with FCC re: St. David’s Park and had received a quotation which did not 
accord with HKCC’s requirements. Cllr. Jessop agreed to pursue the matter with FCC.  
14.149 – FCC had confirmed that due to budgetary constraints installation of the gateway feature would be 
unlikely prior to the end of the financial year. The Clerk agreed to pursue the matter.  
14.151 – The Clerk had encountered difficulties booking a brass band for the 2015 Christmas event and 
agreed to liaise with Castell Alun regarding the possibility of booking the school band. 
14.154- FODS had confirmed they wanted to be involved in any village event hosted by HKCC in 2015.    
 
ACTIONS 
Clerk To request that PCSO Mat Gordon attend future meetings. 
Clerk To pursue FCC re: gateway feature and S106 monies  
Cllr. Jessop To liaise with FCC re issues St. David’s Park upgrade 
Clerk  To contact Castell Alun re 2015 Christmas event  

 
 
 
14.161 CORRESPONDENCE  

1) Copy newsletter received from Carl Sargeant AM 
2) Buckley Town Council  - CAB outreach service statistical information  
3) Letter from 1st Kinnerton Scouts requesting increased financial support in lieu of premises rental 

increase. Cllr. P. Jones declared an interest whilst other members concurred to support the 
application at the June meeting when appeals would be next considered. 

4) Letters received from Mark Tami MP with copy correspondence from FCC regarding definitive map 
modification order in relation to Watery Lane/Stringers Lane to confirm the matter had been submitted 
to the Planning Inspectorate. It was agreed that the Clerk would send copies of the letters to Carl 
Sargeant AM in his capacity of minster for natural resources.  

5) Letter from FCC re: Summer Playscheme for 2015. The Clerk to confirm HKCC would not be 
participating due to alternative arrangements.  

6) Bank mandate forms received from Lloyds Bank which the Clerk passed to Cllr. Jon Boden to 
complete.  

7) Letter and information leaflet received from the Pensions Regulator which the Clerk agreed to attend 
to.  

8) Invitation from Saltney Town Council to Mayor’s Charity Dinner on 10.4.15 – Cllr. Allport to consider.  
9) Best Kept Village Forms for 2015 received with Cllr. Allport and Cllr. Springett to attend information 

evening on 18th February  
10) Letter from J. E Davies and Son re crematorium planning application. HKCC to await outcome.  
11) SLCC – summary re: White Paper on reform of local government in Wales. The Clerk to review.  
12) FCC – Licence Agreement for Bennetts Lane corner. It was resolved that Cllr. Allport would execute 

the licence on behalf of Higher Kinnerton Community Council.  
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ACTIONS  
Clerk To send copies of letters re Watery Lane/Stringers Lane to Carl Sargeant AM 
Clerk To confirm HKCC not participating in FCC play scheme 
Clerk To review White Paper on reform of local government in Wales 

 
 
14.164 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
 

1. One Voice Wales (membership) - £188.00 – cheque number 001345 proposed by Cllr. Allport and 
seconded by Cllr. P. Jones. All agreed. 

2. RJH Print Services (newsletter) - £180.00 - cheque number 001346 proposed by Cllr. Springett and 
seconded by Cllr. Evans. All agreed. 

3. P & W Contracting (MRRG grounds maintenance) - £894.00 - cheque number 001347 proposed by 
Cllr. Springett and seconded by Cllr. A. Jones. All agreed. 

4. ICO (Data Protection Renewal Fee) - £35.00 - cheque number 001348 proposed by Cllr. Jessop and 
seconded by Cllr. P. Jones. All agreed. 

5. FCC (new fencing and notice board) - £3468.00 – it was resolved that the Clerk would make further 
enquiries regarding payment of VAT in this particular instance prior to payment being authorised.   

 
ACTIONS  
Clerk To make further enquiries regarding the payment of VAT re. Bennetts Lane fencing invoice 

 
 
14.163 REVIEW OF RISK ASSESSMENT SCHEDULE, INVESTMENT STRATEGY & INTERNAL CONTROLS  
The Risk Assessment Schedule, Investment Strategy and Statement of Internal Controls had been circulated 
to members previously with the agenda. The Clerk appraised members of amendments as referenced in each 
of the documents.  Having reviewed the documents, members RESOLVED to approve and adopt the 
Investment Strategy and Statement of Internal Controls. In relation to the Risk Assessment Schedule it was 
RESOLVED that the Clerk would update the schedule to record controls in place to minimise risks associated 
with HKCC’s Face Book page for approval at the March meeting.  
 
ACTIONS  
Clerk To amend Risk Assessment Schedule for approval at the March meeting  

 
 
 
14.164 TO RECEIVE SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Highways/Lighting/Footpaths – FCC had confirmed the invoice and adoption paperwork in respect of the 
street lights which had been upgraded would be sent to the Clerk imminently.  
 
A copy of a recent petition seeking removal of the speed cushions had been received from a resident. A 
further resident had requested from the Clerk copies of traffic surveys and related correspondence relating to 
the installation and effectiveness of the traffic calming scheme. It was resolved that Cllr. Lightfoot would be 
requested to respond regarding the petition and that the Clerk would send a letter and relevant copy 
correspondence to the resident who had requested the information.  
 
Cllr. Jessop advised members of the WAG’s Draft National Transport Plan 2015. It was resolved that the 
Clerk would submit HKCC’s comments regarding service provision in relation to bus and train services and  
cycle paths.  
 
Members noted due to the cessation of the DB1 bus service operator’s contract at the end of August 2015, 
FCC and Cheshire West and Chester Council were currently reviewing options for the continuation of the 
service from Chester to Mold via Kinnerton and other outlying villages. It was agreed that the Clerk would 
contact FCC for more detailed information with a view to drafting an article for the village newsletter to raise 
awareness.  
 
Cllr. P. Jones expressed concerns regarding parents stopping at the zebra crossing to allow their children to 
get out of the car at school drop off times with a number of children then not checking before crossing the 
road into school. It was agreed that the Clerk would draft a newsletter article with the assistance of Cllr. 
Allport. It was further agreed that the Clerk would re-request that the school send out an updated letter to all 
parents regarding parking issues etc which had previously been approved by the school, HKCC and North 
Wales police but had not been sent out by the school.  
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Police/Road Safety – Cllr. Jessop agreed to draft a newsletter article regarding considerate parking on roads 
within the village following an issue raised by a resident in Beeston Avenue.  
 
Recreation/Allotments – The Clerk had written to allotment holders to advise of the forthcoming rental 
increase from 2015/16 and had received no objections. HKCC’s order for the increased maintenance service 
had been confirmed with James Bann.  
 
Following  a request from a resident to consider the creation of a dedicated dog exercise area in the village, 
there was a general consensus that such a scheme was not within HKCC’s remit due to lack of access to 
appropriate facilities.  
 
 
Finance/Assets – Cllr. Allport, Cllr. Springett and the Clerk had met with representatives from FCC and FLVC 
on 14th January to discuss FCC’s Community Asset Transfer initiative (CAT). The assets within the village 
having transfer potential had been identified as Park Avenue Play Area, St. David’s Park, the allotments and 
the Old Railway Line. Any transfer would be on the basis of 27 year lease. FCC were due to send details 
regarding potential cost implications to HKCC in March and members noted that prior to any transfer the long 
terms costs would have to be identifiable and affordable. The Clerk advised a number of emails had been 
received from Clerks representing other Town and Community Councils in Flintshire expressing reticence 
towards CAT given the lack of information being provided and errors on the part of FCC. There was a general 
consensus that the Old Railway Line may be a viable asset for transfer. The Clerk agreed to make further 
enquiries with FCC in relation to the Old Railway Line,  
 
Cllr. A. Jones left the meeting at 9.10 p.m.  
 
In relation to the Community Chest Grant, it was resolved that the Clerk would submit an application for 
funding to facilitate the second phase of improvements to the Bennetts Lane corner.  
 
Media – Members noted the website drop-in session held on 5th February had been a success and would be 
repeated in March. Cllr. Allport agreed to liaise with the village hall committee regarding the possibility of 
storing media equipment purchased by HKCC in the village hall for use at meetings.   
 
Cllr. Boden advised new vacancies and buy & sell pages had now been added to the website and the 
business pages were starting to generate income with business advertisers being charged £50.00.  
 
Planning – the following applications had been received since the last meeting and were supported by 
members of the Planning Sub-Committee.  
 
Ref: 051768 PROPOSAL: Conversion of existing conservatory to a brick built structure and replace garage 
door with new window LOCATION: 4 Springfield Court, Higher Kinnerton, Chester, Flintshire, CH4 9BY 
 
Ref: 051862PROPOSAL: Replace and raise existing garage roof and extend garage to the rear LOCATION: 9 
Kirkett Avenue, Higher Kinnerton, Chester, CH4 9BN 
 
Cllr. Lightfoot, Cllr. Allport and the Clerk had attended a meeting with FCC re candidate sites during which the 
process for potential development of such sites had been further clarified. FCC were due to publish a register 
of candidate sites imminently and agreed to provide the Clerk with details of applicants in respect of each of 
the sites within the ward boundary of Higher Kinnerton. HKCC would be in a position to comment in respect of 
the candidate sites. It was agreed that the Clerk would clarify with FCC the timescales for actual development 
should any of the sites go forward for development.  
 
ACTIONS  
Clerk  To send relevant correspondence re: traffic survey and traffic calming scheme to resident as 

requested   
Clerk To submit HKCC’s comments regarding WAG’s Draft National Transport Plan  
Clerk To contact FCC for more detailed information re possible cessation of DB1 bus service 
Clerk & 
Cllr. Allport 

To draft newsletter article re safe crossing at zebra crossing and Clerk to contact school re  
previously approved joint letter  

Cllr. Evans  To update resident regarding HKCC’s decision in relation to the dog-exercise area 
Clerk To liaise with FCC re Old Railway Line in relation to CAT 
Clerk To contact FCC re development timescales in relation to candidate sites 

 
14.165 BENNETTS LANE/MAIN ROAD CORNER IMPROVEMENT PROJECT   
The Clerk to liaise with the Street Scene representative regarding relocation of the Bennetts Lane sign.  
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14.166 MAIN ROAD RECREATION – LEASE UPDATE  
The Clerk had received a further amended copy of the draft lease from FCC which required a response to 
clarity the connection between the lease and associated boundary survey. It was agreed that the Clerk would 
draft a suitable form of wording to be enable Cllr. Jessop to liaise with Paul Brockley of FCC.   
 
14.167 VILLAGE EVENT 2015 – discussion deferred until the March meeting due to Cllr. A. Jones not being 
in attendance.  
 
14.168 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT.  
As Cllr. Allport would be going on holiday for 3 weeks towards the end of February it was agreed Cllr. 
Springett would attend the County Forum meeting on 26th February if possible.  
Regarding any plans to commemorate the Queen’s reign on 10th September, it was agreed to discuss the 
matter together with the Village Event at the next meeting.   
 
14.169CLERK’S REPORT  
No further matters to report.  
 
14.170 REPORTS FROM MEMBERS  
No further matters to report.  
 
14.171 ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
Cllr. Jessop had reviewed the updated Highways Specification and awaited a response from FCC regarding 
information in relation to the gateway feature prior to instructing a consultant.  
 
Cllr. Evans requested that members review the general meeting process and format of the agenda to ensure 
sufficient time for discussion of each agenda item at future meetings. All agreed.  
 
ACTIONS  
All To review meeting process and agenda drafting.    

 
14.172 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
The next meeting of the Community Council to be held on Thursday 12th March  2015 commencing at 7.00 pm  
 
The meeting was declared closed at 9.45 p.m.  
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