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HIGHER KINNERTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM, KINNERTON VILLAGE HALL ON 

THURSDAY 14th JANUARY 2016 COMMENCING AT 6.45 P.M. 
 
PRESENT: Cllr. R. Springett (Chairman), Cllr. G Evans, Cllr. Jessop, Cllr. A. Jones, Cllr. P. Jones, Cllr. P. 
Lightfoot, Cllr. C. Upton, Liz Corner (Clerk)  
 
15.115 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr. Allport due to family commitments.  
 
15.116 POLICE REPORT – PCSO Mat Gordon had advised he would not be able to attend the meeting and 
had sent the following report to the Clerk. 
 

• On 29/12/2015 there were reports of a party ongoing resulting in an anti-social behaviour report 
 

• On 13/01/2016 there was an anti-social behaviour report involving a dispute following a relationship 
breakdown.  

 
• On 03/12/2015 a male was arrested for drink driving. 

 
• There was a shoplifting in Village Stores where cigarettes were stolen from behind the counter – date 

unspecified  
 

• Owners have found drugs paraphernalia and lighters inside the open barn along Moor Lane which 
contains stacks of hay. The barn had been added to the NW police briefing sheet for increased 
evening patrols and the Arson Reduction Team had also been informed.  

 
15.117 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllr. Allport had declared an interest in the proposed reimbursement of expenses included on the Accounts for 
Payment Record. 
 
15.118 TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 10th DECEMBER 2015 
The minutes were proposed by Cllr. Evans and seconded by Cllr. Upton as a true record. All agreed.  
 
15.119 UPDATES FROM THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING  
15.104 – FCC had agreed to install a cable to connect the light on the illuminated sign on the build out near 
Babylon Cottages 
15.104 – FCC had dug a ditch and cleared a pipe along Bennetts Lane to assist with alleviating water-logging 
issues. In respect of flooded ditches along Sandy Lane, FCC had advised HKCC to contact the owners of the 
adjoining fields. It was agreed Cllr. Lightfoot would assist with contacting the relevant landowners.  
15.104 - FCC had attended to water flowing over the road from the grid in the vicinity of Babylon Fields 
15.104 – FCC were scheduled to undertaking patching works on A roads although had indicated some 
patching works may be feasible in the village.  
15.104 - FCC to proceed to install an additional dog bin at the entrance of the footpath opposite Lesters Lane 
and to replace old style bins 
15.107 - FCC were scheduled to install the temporary VAS sign week commencing 18th January 2016 
15.108 – Cllr. Evans had liaised with the VHC regarding the proposed Village Welcome Newcomers Open 
Day to advise HKCC would support but not lead the event. Cllr. Evans has agreed to attend the VHMC 
meeting in April.  
15.110 – Cllr. Jessop and Cllr. P. Jones had reviewed the draft budget and long term proposals.  
15.110 – a request for submissions for the newsletter had been included in the newsletter and on Face Book.  
 
ACTIONS  
Cllr. Lightfoot To assist with contacting the relevant landowners regarding flooded ditches along Sandy 

Lane 
 
15.119 CORRESPONDENCE  
 

1) Letter received from the Pensions Regulator regarding automatic enrolment which the Clerk had 
attended to.  

2) Letter from FCC confirming no election request re councillor vacancy 
3) Leaflet with contact details for Carl Sargeant AM received 
4) Buckley Town Council CAB statistics received and reviewed 
5) CAB Annual Report 2014-15 received.  
6) Precept BACS payment confirmation received from FCC 
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7) Lloyds Bank Statements received, checked and filed.  
8) Email from FCC re supplementary planning guidance received.  
9) Email from resident re s106 expenditure proposals received 
10) Invitation to OVW Area Committee Meeting received. The Clerk to offer apologies.  

 
15.121ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT  
 

1) Aldi (raffle prizes for village Christmas event) - £11.98 – Expenditure authorised at HKCC meeting on 
08.10.15 and payment reported at the next meeting in accordance with Para. 6.6 Higher Kinnerton 
Community Council’s Financial Regulations. 

2) Premier Decorations (sign for village hall) - £25.00 – Expenditure authorised at HKCC meeting on 
10.12.15 and payment reported at the next meeting in accordance with Para. 6.6 Higher Kinnerton 
Community Council’s Financial Regulations. 

3) Cllr. Allport (reimbursement for hospitality - meal with Mark Tami MP) - £43.50 (Chairman’s Account) 
cheque number 00098 proposed by Cllr. Jessop and seconded by Cllr. Springett.  Cllr. Allport 
declared an interest. All other members agreed. 

4) RJH Print Services (January newsletter) - £180.00 - cheque number 001411 proposed by Cllr. Jessop 
and seconded by Cllr. Springett.  All agreed. 

5) Deeco Lighting (Christmas Lighting) - £792.00 - cheque number 001412 proposed by Cllr. Jessop and 
seconded by Cllr. Springett.  All agreed. 
 

 
15.122 TO RECEIVE COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Community – members expressed support for promoting a Community Speed Watch Scheme in the village. 
It was agreed that the Clerk would draft an article for the newsletter to advertise details regarding the scheme.   
 
Members noted that FCC had recently surveyed the condition of the speed cushions. The FCC officer 
undertaking the survey had advised remedial works were required.  
 
Planning – the following applications had been received since the last meeting and been duly considered and 
supported by members of the Community Committee:  
 

•  Demolition of existing agricultural building and haystore and erection of new agricultural building and 
haystore at  Elmfield Farm, Middle Lane, Higher Kinnerton, Chester, Flintshire, CH4 9AU 

 
•  Application for prior notification of proposed agricultural development - formation of track at Warren 

Dingle Farm, Mold Road, Penyffordd, CH4 0AB 
 

•  Substitute garage design and relocation (amendment to previously approved application 053116) at 
Bradbrook Cottage, Stringers Lane, Higher Kinnerton, Chester, CH4 9BR 
 

In addition the following application had been received which members had previously resolved to object 
should the application be submitted. Members proceeded to review the application in detail on this basis.  
 

•  Planning Application Ref: 054770 proposal: Erection of 56 dwellings with associated access, open 
space and infrastructure LOCATION: Land off Kinnerton Lane, Higher Kinnerton 
 

Having scrutinised the planning application and associated documents, there was a consensus there were 
strong planning reasons for opposing the application relating in particular to highways safety issues, 
environmental and ecological issues and policy issues. It was resolved quotations from planning consultants 
would be obtained to review the position and that flyers would be sent to all households in the village 
providing guidance for objecting to the planning application. It was further resolved that an extra ordinary 
HKCC meeting would be held to agree the content of HKCC’s objection letter to FCC.  

 
Representatives from FCC had attended a Community Asset Transfer meeting convened by HKCC on 4th 
January. HKCC had expressed dissatisfaction with the lack of transparency and limited information provided 
by FCC to enable HKCC to make any informed decisions in terms of progressing from the expression of 
interest stage. FCC agreed to provide financial information regarding the average cost of maintaining the play 
areas and to reach a definitive decision in terms of whether FCC were prepared to transfer leasehold 
ownership of the Old Railway Line to HKCC under the CAT scheme. FCC agreed a review of the application 
process relating to non-income generating assets was required and advised the match-funding figures would 
be reviewed during the forthcoming budget settlement period. There was a general acknowledgement that 
FCC’s budget situation posed a potential long term threat to assets should they not be included within the 
CAT scheme although there was no intention in the short term to close play areas.  
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In response to the newsletter article regarding S106 monies suggestions received included re-stoning the Old 
Railway Line path, additional play equipment for the park the costs of which had been requested by FCC, 
improvement of goal areas on MRRG by installation of artificial turf, creation of a path around the perimeter of 
MRRG, installation of senior gym equipment on MRRG of the cricket net strip and installation of a tennis net 
on MRRG. Cllr. Jessop agreed to obtain and send relevant details via email although it was noted that in 
respect of the Old Railway Line and decision depended on whether FCC were willing to transfer ownership to 
HKCC under the CAT scheme.  
 
Cllr. Evans circulated details of draft community initiative priorities in respect of the long-term plan. It was 
agreed that a Community Committee meeting would be held in March 2016 to further discuss the proposals.   

 
In relation to the village event, it was agreed Cllr. A. Jones would draft a newsletter article to promote the idea 
of an alternative games theme.  
 
Commerce – Following a robust review of the draft budget for 2016/17 members unanimously resolved the 
precept for 2016/17 would remain at £27,000. The Clerk agreed to send the necessary precept paperwork to 
FCC prior to the deadline of 29th January.  
 
Communication – members discussed the possibility of holding an open meeting to encourage residents 
views regarding HKCC’s long term plan proposals, to promote volunteering amongst resident and to invite 
participation on the Clean for the Queen campaign. Subject to the availability of the Swan, there was a 
general consensus that the open meeting would be held in February.  
 
ACTIONS  
Clerk  To draft an article for the newsletter to advertise details regarding the Community Speed 

Watch scheme 
All  To assist with compilation and distribution of the flyer providing guidance for objecting to 

the Elan Homes planning application. 
Clerk   To arrange extra-ordinary meeting regarding HKCC’s response to the Elan Homes 

application. 
Cllr. Jessop To provide details via email regarding suggestions for expenditure of S106 monies 
Clerk To arrange a Community Committee meeting for March 2016 
Cllr. A. Jones To draft newsletter article regarding an alternative games village event 
Clerk To send precept paperwork to FCC 
Cllr. Evans To establish availability of the Swan regarding a February open meeting 

 
 
15.123 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT  
Cllr. Springett advised a number of Christmas lights had failed and would be checked. It was agreed that 
subject to confirmation of the cost, replacement lights would be purchased for 2016.  
 
Cllr. Springett advised his garage had become increasingly full with HKCC property. The Clerk agreed to 
verify the insurance position with a view to securing alternative storage if insurance cover transpired to be an 
issue.  
 
ACTIONS  
Clerk   To verify the insurance position in respect of HKCC property stored by Cllr. Springett 

 
15.124 CLERK’S REPORT  
The Clerk has received a report regarding a potential hazard due to the state of an Oak Tree situated on 
bridle path boundary of MRRG. The tree has been reviewed by a tree surgeon and works were required to 
remove branches. It was resolved that HKCC as the liable party for the tree under the terms of the MRRG 
lease would meet the cost of the remedial works.  
 
 
15.125 REPORTS FOM MEMBERS  
Cllr. Evans advised the recent complaint on Face Book regarding the cost of Village Hall bookings had to 
some extent been misinterpreted. A uniform rate now applied to all bookings.    
 
Cllr. Jessop advised members of Hope Community Council were keen to meet with HKCC to discuss issues 
regarding the lack of information received from FCC in relation to the CAT scheme. Cllr. Jessop agreed to 
make initial enquiries regarding potential meeting dates.  
 
Cllr. Jessop advised FCC would be sending him the tender documents to review for the repairs to the MUGA 
surfacing.  
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Cllr. P. Jones advised the Scouts had arranged for Santa’s sleigh to visit the village and monies raised had 
been divided between the Scouts and local charities.  
 
Cllr. Lightfoot advised no final decision regarding the future of Hope Recycling Centre had been reached by 
FCC.  
 
ACTIONS  
Cllr. Jessop To contact Hope Community Council regarding possible dates for a meeting with HKCC 

 
 
15.126 ANY OTHER BUSINESS – none to report 
 
 
15.127 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
The next meeting to be held on Thursday 11th February commencing at 6.45 pm. The meeting was declared 
closed at 9.00 pm.  
 


