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Refusal of Planning Application for the Residential
Development of 95 Dwellings on land adjacent to
Kinnerton Meadows
On 3rd March 2021 Flintshire County Council’s Planning Committee voted in favour of refusing Elan
Homes’ application for planning permission and supported the reasons for recommending the refusal
which are outlined below:

A Note from the Newsletter Team:
Entries to the newsletter can be made by emailing newsletter@higherkinnerton.org.uk by the last Friday of the month. The newsletter
is produced by Higher Kinnerton Community Council (HKCC) on behalf of the community. HKCC reserves the right to amend submissions
to ensure best fit. All content provided in this newsletter is for informational purposes only and HKCC makes no representations as to the
accuracy of any information contained herein.

•

There was insufficient evidence to identify the need to bring forward the speculative site outside
the settlement boundary of Kinnerton and in light of the satisfactory levels of residential housing
completions, commitments and allocations as set out in the planned housing trajectory in the
Deposit Local Development Plan, the proposal would prejudice the plan-led system with respect
to the most appropriate housing sites from being brought forward as set out in the Deposit LDP.

•

The current undeveloped field is of historical
significance to the Grade II Listed Buildings of
Kinnerton Lodge, Kinnerton Lodge Stables and
Crompton Hall as former parkland, and this
piece of open space should remain as a buffer
between the listed assets and the village. Its
loss would harm the Listed Buildings and their
setting, along with the historical setting of the
curtilage Listed Little Farm.

•

The site is identified to fall partly within
Llwydcoed Royal Park, a 14th century medieval
park. Whilst the exact boundary of the park is
unknown, insufficient information was submitted
with the application to fully assess the potential
impact upon this archaeological asset.

The applicant has 6 months to appeal the decision to refuse the planning application and the
Community Council will ensure residents are informed of any appeal or new planning application via
Facebook and the newsletter.

Higher Kinnerton Fibre Upgrade Scheme

Higher Kinnerton Heritage Trail
Project update by Martin King, March 2021
Last year the Community Council spent some time putting together a proposal for a heritage trail here in
the village, the idea being a recreational walking trail which highlights the many historical and natural aspects of our community. Back in October we applied for funding for the project from the National Lottery
Heritage Fund. Sadly ours was only one of many such applications and, although we understand that
the quality of our application was very good, we were unsuccessful in securing the funding we had
hoped for.

Higher Kinnerton Community Council (HKCC) has been invited to participate in the Community Fibre
Partnership scheme facilitated by Openreach and Flintshire County Council to bring Ultrafast/FTTP
Broadband to the Higher Kinnerton Community. The Ultrafast Fibre Broadband upgrade will provide significant improvement to internet speeds and internet reliability for households and businesses. The
scheme allows the cost of the roll out to be shared by Openreach and local and central government
providing the build meets a set criteria and qualifies for funding.
More information about Openreach and the Community Fibre Partnership can be found at
www.communityfibre.openreach.co.uk
The role of HKCC would be to act as the local facilitator working in conjunction with Digital Officer for
Flintshire County Council to gauge levels of interest amongst residents.
The first step in the scheme is to collect and submit the names, addresses and landline numbers of all
the premises who are interested in upgrading to Fibre. Once that is done, Openreach can start working
out the overall cost and providing a quote. Following that HKCC will work with Flintshire to secure funding. It is at only at this point that a firm commitment to proceed would be given.
There are a few important points to note.
· Residents will not incur any costs provided the funding criteria is met.
· This is a one-off opportunity for premises to participate in this scheme. Once the contract is agreed, it
will not be possible to include any additional properties. If they wish to have Fibre at a later date then
that will be at their own expense.
· There is no obligation to participate.
· This scheme upgrades the infrastructure for Broadband and will not affect your Internet Service Provider, excluding Virgin Media. This means that people who use Sky or BT etc for their Internet will still be
able to do so. However, we recommend that everyone does their own research before signing up.
· We will not know the final cost or timescale until Openreach have had a chance to assess the number
and location of the properties requiring upgrade. We intend to submit the list of properties at the end of
April.
· Your monthly broadband cost will not increase depending on the package you choose.
If you wish to take part in the scheme please send your name, address and contact details to
kat@higherkinnerton.org.uk and indicate whether you are a resident, charity, a business or a school.
The target date for gathering all the details is mid-April 2021.
If you have any questions relating to the upgrade, please contact Michael Dugine, Digital Officer for
Flintshire & Wrexham Council on michael.dugine@wrexham.gov.uk

As we move into 2021 the council have continued to explore ways of making this trail a reality. Although
lottery funding is available for many projects it seems clear that the focus of that funding is not directly
relevant to the scope of our project and we feel that another application would, realistically, again be unsuccessful. Consequently we have looked at alternatives and the one which seems most appropriate is
to use our own council reserves to fund the project. This has a number of advantages for us in that it
gives us complete control on the scope of the project and allows us to tackle it within our own time
frame. One of our concerns was that, by applying for funding, we would have to alter the content to
match that required by the funding organisation and we would be strictly limited in terms of project timescales which would almost certainly lead to the whole project being compromised. Community councils
are encouraged to hold a healthy amount of reserve funds for a variety of reasons, including emergency
spending and unforeseen costs such as spending on village infrastructure as well as for spending on
projects which benefit the community as a whole.
The aim of the heritage trail is to provide a resource for the whole community to use and enjoy. Our very
own village plan refers to our aim to develop a community perimeter trail which includes making use of
the wildlife corridor along the old railway embankment. The heritage trail will concentrate on the history
of the community, highlighting buildings and areas of historical interest and hopefully tell the story of how
our community grew, as well as giving residents (and indeed visitors) the opportunity to stroll round the
village and surrounding countryside and appreciate what we may often take for granted. The trail is
roughly circular, starting and finishing outside the village hall on the corner of Bennetts Lane and Main
Road. The aim is for an interactive resource with historical notes available online as well as a number of
strategically placed information boards located around the trail.
Obviously as a village resource we would very much appreciate feedback from residents before continuing. We have lots of ideas ourselves and envisage a rolling project, perhaps taking years to grow fully,
and it would be good to hear from you your own thoughts on this plan. So if you have any thoughts and
ideas we would love to hear them, ideally by the end of March please. Much the easiest way is to send
an email to me via martin@higherkinnerton.org.uk

Next Door Digest
I understand that several people in the village have received, via Royal Mail delivery, a letter from me inviting them to join this site.
I have no knowledge of this and wish to make it clear that I have not instigated or consented to the issue
of this letter nor my name and address being used. I completely disassociate myself from this site and
this unfortunate incident.
Jean Jones, Hunters Croft.

Climate Change for Dummies
Isaac Asimov, a respected bio-chemist and science-fiction writer, states in his book ‘Only a Trillion’ that
our beautiful planet, Earth, existed in a solid state three thousand million years ago, and had an atmosphere of carbon-dioxide and ammonia. There
was also some water. Animal life such as cats,
elephants, humans, etc, could not exist at that
time as all such animals need to breath oxygen. Then photo-synthesis starting to happen, which, using the power of the sun, splits
carbon-dioxide from the air into carbon and
oxygen, splits water from the ground into hydrogen and oxygen, then combines the carbon
with the hydrogen to make solid matter, such
as trees. The oxygen is not needed and is left
to float off into the air. At the same time the ammonia was split into it’s component parts of hydrogen
and nitrogen which also float off into the air. The nitrogen is still there today and is 80% of the
atmosphere. The oxygen partly combined with the hydrogen to make water and partly stayed in the
atmosphere where it remains today as 20% of the atmosphere.
Millions of years went by, trillions of trees grew and end up under the ground engulfed by volcanoes
and earthquakes as the planet settles down. Early animals like dinosaurs went the same way. These
highly compressed fossil remains have become known as fossil fuels. Carbon-dioxide reduced to
0.03% of the atmosphere and the Earth became ready to provide a happy home for countless oxygenbreathing animals including humans.
But after a while the humans, the most intelligent species on the planet, discover the buried fossilised
remains, dug them up, and burnt them in a variety of machines and processes invent to provide endless pleasure and amusement. Burning the fossil fuels, however, puts carbon-dioxide back into the air
and is the start of the reversal of the benefits of billions of years of photo-synthesis. The trouble is,
photo-synthesising the carbon-dioxide back into trees and oxygen again takes very many times longer
than burning the fossilised remains. Carbon-dioxide is already 0.04% of the atmosphere. As every
schoolboy and schoolgirl knows, too much carbon-dioxide in the air causes climate change – for the
worse!

Tony Holland

Obituary — Norma Humphreys
Keith and family would like to thank the villagers for
their condolences on the sad passing of Norma. As
Post Mistress for over 30 years in the heart of the
community many of you had wonderful memories to
share which were heartwarming to hear.
The turn out of villagers on a cold winters morning for
the funeral procession was humbling.
Norma would of been so proud that her contribution
to the village was respected and appreciated.
We will miss her dearly.
A celebration of Norma’s life will be held in the village
when permitted.
A total of £281.38 was raised in Norma’s memory to
be donated to The Roy Castle Lung Cancer Foundation.

How pet flea treatments are polluting our waterways

By Katie Smith

Many of us, here in the village, are among the 11 million cat owners and 10 million dog owners in the UK.
Many of us will take the necessary steps to prevent flea infestations by treating our pets with a spot on
treatment. How many of us, however, are aware that the pesticides contained in these treatments are
contributing to the pollution of our waterways? I know that I hadn’t realised the extent of the problem until
I read a recent article which highlighted concerns following Environment Agency checks on 4,600 waterways. A mere 16% of them were rated as being of good ecological standard which is far below 2027
target of 100%.
The pesticides fipronil, and imidacloprid, are banned on farms however there is currently no restriction on
their use in flea products despite being extremely toxic to insects and the fish and birds that consume
them. Breakdown products of fipronil are more toxic than fipronil itself. One dose of imidacloprid (a neonicotinoid), its claimed, can wipe out 60 million bees.
Just how do these chemicals get into our waterways? Researchers believe when pets are washed, go
swimming or get wet out on walks (an occupational hazard with welsh weather!) contaminated water enters sewers and drains before entering our waterways.

Newsletter Content
Have you got an announcement, story or event that you would like us to mention in the next
newsletter? If so, please send any content to the Higher Community County Council at
newsletter@higherkinnerton.org.uk We will always welcome your stories!

Is there anything we pet owners can do? The charity Buglife has an e-petition (listed on
petition.parliament.uk) to demand that these pesticides be banned. They want to see a review of the risks
of using these pesticides and of other similar chemicals used as pet medicines. A vet working with researchers from the University of Sussex states that there are currently no other effective flea treatments
however he suggests that vets need to adopt a responsible approach to the use of flea treatments. He
advises that monthly treatments are not required in the colder months from December to March. Instead
he advises pet owners to use preventative measures such as fine combing, changing bedding regularly,
vacuuming floor and furniture thoroughly and only applying a treatment if you spot a flea!

1st Kinnerton Scout Group

Kinnerton Village Hall
ADVANCED NOTICE
Bedding Plants

Last year, for the first time in over 20 years, due to Covid restrictions, we were unfortunately unable to arrange our annual sale of Bedding Plants. Our Plant Sale has always been a very big fundraiser for the
Scout Group thanks entirely to the fantastic support we have always received from the community.
Assuming that Welsh Government restrictions allow us to, we are planning to resume sales this year and
are putting in place measures that keep us within the current Covid guidelines of social distancing and
minimal contact.
As always we will take your order for plants in advance and then deliver them to your door on Sunday
16th May. Because our grower had to order seeds many months in advance, there is a slightly reduction
in the range of plants available, but don’t worry, all the old favourites are still there, including ready planted containers and hanging baskets.
As ever, you will have a local collector who will either pick up your order or you can put it through their letterbox along with your payment. This year, besides being able to pay by cash or cheque, you can pay by
BACS transfer if you prefer.
We have always worked with the same grower because the plants are excellent quality and value. If you
have never had our bedding plants before, please give us a try.
We will be sending out order forms in April.
Thank you in advance for your support.
Let’s make Kinnerton blossom again.
Lesley Holden

National Day of Reflection
On 23rd March it will be one year since the first national lockdown.
At All Saints Church we are reflecting on our collective loss by a putting a display outside the church. We
would like to invite people to place a flower in memory of family or friends they have lost during this year.
Any type of flower can be made, - knitted, crocheted, sewn or other craft.
If you are not able to make a flower, there will be some available for you to add. Flowers can be displayed
from Saturday 20th March.
For further details contact pamela_andrews@hotmail.co.uk

It is practically a year since our Hall was last fully-open due to the Covid 19 virus pandemic. In fact, the
last big event we held before the first lockdown, was on March 14th 2020 when we hosted OpenHouse to celebrate 60 years of existence. Cake and Prosecco were in plentiful supply!
The Hall was officially opened on Saturday March 12th 1960 with much pomp and circumstance. It had
taken a band of local heroes nine years of hard graft to raise the necessary funds to get it built. They
held annual village fetes/carnivals, Bingo, Whist Drives, dances, raffles etc. to realise their aims. From
inception the Hall has been managed and run by unpaid volunteers and Trustees, who act on behalf of
the Villagers. This is still the case today.

Since it opened, it has hosted a wide range of activities and become the home to various clubs and societies. When we are finally able to fully reopen the Hall, you will be able to take part in a wide variety
of activities including indoor bowling, Pilates, Zumba, W.I, line dancing, Whist Club, Craft Club, indoor
sports (for the kids), close-harmony singing and many other activities. The Hall will also become available for private parties and licenced functions and “The Cinema” will open its doors once again!
To celebrate the occasion (whenever that might be), the Trustees are planning another Open Day to
welcome you all back and to listen to your ideas on how we can plan for everyone’s needs in the future. Who knows – Cake and Prosecco could make a return! Watch this space!

