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Higher Kinnerton Community Council
Higher Kinnerton Community Council hope that all of our villagers are keeping safe and doing well.
As we are now well into April, the weather is really starting to improve, so now let’s start spending some
more time in our gardens and preparing them for the warmer months.
With this in mind, we would like to highlight that the Scout Group is once again doing its annual bedding
plant sale (leaflets should be enclosed). This is one of the Scout Group’s biggest fundraisers, and as
they were unable to do this last year due to the pandemic (for the first time in about 20 years), we would
really like to show them our support. So if any of you are looking to spruce up your garden, then why
not consider ordering something with the Scouts?
Some updates...

Higher Kinnerton Fibre Upgrade Scheme—In the March newsletter, we wrote about how we
are looking to bring Ultrafast/FTTP Broadband to Higher Kinnerton. We have been invited to participate
in the Community Fibre Partnership scheme which is facilitated by Openreach. The scheme would allow the cost of putting the infrastructure in place to be shared by Openreach and local/central government. At this stage, we are determining how many residents in the village are interested in having the
infrastructure in place to allow us to have FTTP/Ultrafast broadband. If you have not already submitted
your details and would like to register your home as being interested, please email
kat@higherkinnerton.org.uk with your home address and a contact number before 1st May. Please
note that if funding criteria is met for the scheme and the roll out goes ahead, you/your property will not
be charged.

New members—Higher Kinnerton Community Council would like to welcome two new members,
Jane Liddle and Jason Mortimer. If you would like to know a little more about them, you can find them
on our Higher Kinnerton village website under the ‘about the council’ tab. Sadly, John Sheehan stepped
down from the Council last month, however we would like to thank him for all of his input over the past
year.

Kinnerton Lane—The Community Council is in talks with Street Scene over the poor condition of
Kinnerton Lane. We are aware of the continuing deterioration of the road and Chair. Mike Allport wrote
to Street Scene in March and this is currently being chased up.
A Note from the Newsletter Team:
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Higher Kinnerton Daffodils

Planting for Bees and Butterflies—by Katie Smith

Higher Kinnerton Community Council have planted daffodil bulbs in and around the village for more than
fifteen years and for next Autumn we wish to extend this to include the Meadows subject to their permission. Here are some photos from around the village.

It’s that time of year again when we look forward to colour emerging around the village and in our gardens.
For many of us it will be a time to purchase plants/
seeds for pots and hanging baskets. When choosing
plants and flowers it’s always worth considering the
ones that will attract bees and butterflies as they need
our help with population sizes having reduced dramatically in recent years.

buddleja being two favourites.

The Higher Kinnerton Walking Group
Our walking group started on 7 April 2011
and unfortunately we will not be able to celebrate our tenth anniversary nor were we
able to celebrate the ninth. We also missed
the Christmas Cruise on the canal we had
planned.
However, things are starting to look promising and we hope to be up and walking in
June at the latest..
We meet at the Village Hall on Thursdays at
1pm, except on the first Thursday when we
have a trip outside the Village. Anyone interested in joining in then just ring Rosalind
660440 Geoff 661090 or Mike 660974
where you will made very welcome. More
information next month and on Facebook
when COVID-19 restrictions are known.

Many of us will already have bee loving flowers, plants
and shrubs in our gardens. Flowering cherries and
spring bulbs such as crocus, alliums, and hyacinths are
most welcome to the emerging bees in early spring.
Purple flowers are favoured by bees; lavender and

Aim to plant a mix of flowers to last through the seasons. Try planting a range of herbs such as mint,
chives, rosemary, sage and thyme so you can enjoy them as well as the bees! For pots try cosmos
apollo (dwarf variety), single flowered dahlias, rudbeckia, lobelia pendula, sweet alyssum, marigolds
(open centre varieties) and scabious. Sunflowers are a great source of nectar and dwarf varieties look
stunning grown in pots.
Just planting a few bee and butterfly friendly flowers will help their survival along with lots of other insect species. For further ideas and inspiration you can refer to websites such as gardeners world,
RHS.org, rspb.org, bumblebeeconservation.org and garden centre/plant suppliers. Happy planting!

1st Kinnerton Scout Group—Bedding Plant Sale
Delivered to your door on Sunday May 16th.
Last year restrictions prevented us from holding our annual sale of quality bedding plants, but we are
so pleased that we can resume this year, delivering within the village to your door on May 16th.
There should be an order form in this edition of the newsletter for you to complete and return to the collector for your road or area. If you are unable to get to them, please give them a call and they will arrange collection from you.
This year you can also pay by bank transfer (details on the order form) as well as cash or cheque. Money with order please. Your order needs to be returned to your collector by April 25th. Please ensure
your bank transfer is received by then, or we cannot process your order.
If you have not purchased from
us before, we have been selling
plants from our excellent grower
for about 20 years now. Please
give us a try and support your
Scout Group.
If you require another order form
for family and friends or if you
have any other queries, please
get in touch with Lesley or Chris
on 660579. There is also an order form available to print from
the Higher Kinnerton website.

Walking in the Clwyds—by Martin King
An occasional series exploring the hills on our doorstep.

2. Moel Llanfair
In this second article exploring the hills in and
around the Clwydian range I have returned to the
southern tops in the range, this time for a walk
starting and finishing in the pretty village of Llanarmon-yn-Iâl and centering around the unassuming
top of Moel Llanfair. The walk is just under 9km in
length and takes in roughly 370m of ascent, it
should be comfortably achieved in around 3½
hours which should leave you plenty of time to enjoy the extensive views, especially on the ridge.
The paths are generally good, there is a modest
amount of walking on minor roads. For navigation
OS Explorer map 256 is recommended. We walked
this route back in August of last year when the
heather was in full bloom which made for a glorious
afternoon out.
Heading west from the centre of Llanarmon village
we walk along a minor road past houses and heading directly towards the hills which rise immediately west of the village. After a short distance, at a T
junction we turn left and follow the road past fields and some derelict farm buildings on the right before
taking the second right to start our climb. This road-cum-track takes us up to Llyn Gweryd (2.25km), a
fishing pond nestling below the gently rounded Moel Lanfair which can be seen to our right. As the
track curves gently to the south we enter woodland and the track continues to rise, gently now before
opening out on the left revealing views to the Llandegla Moors.
After another 500m or so the track emerges from the trees onto Offa's Dyke path near the top of The
Shelf (2.8km, see walk no 1 in January's newsletter). To our left the road climbs steeply, flanking the
grassy slopes of Moel y Waun above, whilst in front of us we look out over the Vale of Clwyd to the
hills of the Clocaenog Forest. On a clear day the distant Snowdonia peaks can now be seen. The signpost immediately in front of us points right (north) along Offa's Dyke to Moel-y-Plas and this is where
we are now headed.
As The Shelf bends away to our left the grassy track climbs the shoulder of Moel y Gelli and past a radio mast, with more woodland on our right. A short distance past the mast and to the right of the path
there is a plaque mounted on a cairn of stones
(3.5km) dedicated to an erstwhile custodian of
Gweryd, Robin Mitchell, and celebrating the view
west from this vantage point. It is, indeed, a spot
worthy of pausing to savour the view before the
steep climb onto Moel-y-Plas. As the path eventually levels out we cross a stile and stay on
Offa's Dyke path round the summit dome before
starting the descent through vast swathes of
heather to Ty'n-y-mynydd and the road which
comes up from Llanarmon back in the Alyn valley
to the east (4.5km).

Having crossed the road and another
stile we now deviate from Offa's path,
heading instead east and upwards on a
wide track, again through heather and
onto the slopes of Moel Llanfair. Behind us the steep slopes of Moel-y-Plas
are aglow with colourful heather. After
passing through a gate we turn left off
the track and make our way up grassy
slopes which eventually level out and
bring us to the unassuming grassy
summit of Moel Llanfair, all 447m of it
(5.7km). The summit is marked by a
small pile of stones, but the views more than make up for this. To the north we can see all the way along
the Clwydian hills past Moel Famau and onto Penycloddiau, to the south the Llandegla Moors, Llantisilio
and Berwyns are laid out before us, whilst to the east lie the hills round Bryn Alyn. But perhaps the best
is west where the full glory of Snowdonia can be seen away in the distance beyond the Denbigh Moors.
If you had the forethought to pack a flask with you this is the place to stop awhile and enjoy it all!
All that remains now is the descent back to Llanarmon. Carrying on along the ridge northwards we rejoin
the track to the point where we rejoin Offa's Dyke (6.25km), but immediately turn right and head east
over a stile and along a footpath on the ridge which gradually drops down to farmland and the farmstead
of Banhadlen Uchaf. There is some tricky navigation through fields and woodland past the farm before
we emerge on another wide track which
heads back to Llanarmon and the old and
imposing chapel of Capel Bethel which
dates back to 1786 on the outskirts of the
village. From here it is a short walk south
along the road and left to bring us back to
our start. If you have timed it right there may
be time to pop into the Raven pub, a community run freehouse overlooking the village
green and church, and a chance to reflect
on a thoroughly enjoyable walk out on the
Clwyd hills.

1st Kinnerton Scout Group—Resumption of face to face meetings
Due to the lifting of restrictions, and with the approval of Scout Cymru, Beavers, Cubs and Scouts are
now able to meet outdoors from April 12th.
There will be all the necessary precautions in place, with hand sanitation, social distancing and, for the
Scouts, facemasks.
The boys and girls have been having weekly Zoom meetings with their Leaders, but everyone has been
waiting for the time when face to face meetings are allowed to restart.
It is hoped that indoor meetings will resume as soon as possible, because, of course, outdoor meetings
are weather dependent.
It will be great to see everyone again.

Higher Kinnerton and the Census—by John Sheehan
A few weeks ago we all completed the National Census for 2021. The population has been completing
the census every 10 years since the first one in 1841 with the exception of 1941 which was missed out
because of WWII. (There was however a Register taken in 1939 on the eve of war.) The censuses taken
from 1841-1911 are available online through subscription genealogy sites which sadly means that images
of the pages cannot be reproduced here. Next year 1921 will be released and this will be the last one for
a while because the 1931 census was destroyed by fire and there is a 100 year rule that prevents the others from being published any time soon.
The purpose of the Census is to provide the Government with data on trends and growth so that they can
plan for the future. There is an additional benefit for historians and genealogists who find them to be a
rich source of information and insight.
For example the 1891 census was collected on Sunday April 5 th. Higher Kinnerton was recorded as being
within the Rural District of Hawarden in the County of Flint and was in the Parish of Dodleston.
The Enumerator who visited all the dwelling on that night in order to record all the people present, whether in permanent residence or just visiting, was George Shingler who was the 36 year old Elementary
School Teacher who lived at the School House.
Shingler recorded 88 houses of which 87 were occupied and 2 were not. This obviously raises a question
mark over the mathematical ability of the schoolteacher and does not bode well for the education of the
village children! Living in these 88 houses, Shingler recorded 224 males and 214 females giving a village
population of 438.

The houses do not have numbers. Some of them have names. Some of the roads have familiar names
and some have passed into history. Below are the named houses and streets in the order they were recorded which doesn’t necessarily mean the order in which they would appear on a map.
School House/Kinnerton Hall/Swan Inn/B/abylon Road/Post Office/The Quarry House/Bennett’s Lane/
Sandy Lane/The Green/The Grange/Royal Oak/Chester Road/Moor Lane/Brook Cottage/Mold Road/
Kinnerton Lodge/Park Lane/Crompton Hall/The Mount/Crab Mill/Bramley Lane/Bramley Cottage/Barrack’s
Farm/Barrack’s Lane/Bank Farm/White Lion/Penymynydd Road/Rheurl Farm/Penyfford Road/Road Cottage/Blackbrook Road/Blackbrook Farm/Blackbrook Old Road
As regards the people in the village, in addition to the School Teacher, George Shingler, the highlights
amongst the 438 are:

The landlord of The Swan was William Matthews
The Postmaster was Edward Evans
The Curate, at The Quarry House was Joseph C Trampleasure
The landlord of The Royal Oak was John Davies
The landlord of The White Lion was John Hopley
The vast majority of the population were either Agricultural Labourers or they worked on the Railways in a
variety of roles.
As you can see the Census contains a huge amount of interesting and revealing information that shows
how our predecessors, and in some cases our ancestors, in the village lived their lives. And in 100 years
historians of the future will be looking back at us in the same way to see how we lived in 2021.

Would you like to join the Kinnerton Cricket Club?
As most villagers are aware we play in the
Chester & District Midweek Twenty20 League
and are currently in Division 5. This season we
will be playing our home games on a Tuesday
evening at the fabulous new Hawarden Park
CC ground. It is intended that the season will
commence on 4 May.
The other teams in our league are Buckey
CC : Connahs Quay CC : Defib (Northop
Hall) : Malpas CC and Westminster Park CC
and all their homes games are played on
Tuesdays apart from Northop Hall which is
Wednesday.
We have only been formed a few years but we
are starting to make our mark on the local scene and are a popular club who play cricket in the right
spirit and especially enjoy a beer or two after the match with the opposition regardless of the outcome.
We have made it a desire to have the team comprising of villagers and we have managed to achieve
this in most instances. However we are always looking for new players and over the last eighteen
months a large number of new residents have arrived in the Village some of who must be able to play
cricket.
So if anyone would like to to play this coming season or just come along to net practice or get involved
in scoring or just watch and have a post match beer then just ring Jim 660548 Terry 661661 or Mike
660974 or just turn up at nets where you will be made very welcome.
Details of next practice will be put on website and Facebook when COVID-19 restrictions allow. The
above photo shows when we wo Division 6 League.

