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Hello everyone, we hope you have been enjoying the sunshine!
Since our May newsletter, there have been lots of changes in the village!

We would like to say a big ‘welcome back’ to The Swan and The Royal Oak who were able to fully reopen their doors again last month. It is great to see our two pubs welcoming guests back both inside and
outside, and all the while still prioritising customer and staff safety.
Walter’s coffee house has also been able to welcome customers onsite to enjoy a coffee and cake using
their indoor and outdoor seating areas too!
You may have seen the Kinnerton Walking Group is active again and the walkers are keeping us entertained with their adventures on the Facebook group! Thank you for sharing these with us!

The Higher Kinnerton Community Council’s annual meeting last month has welcomed a change for it’s
members. Kat Griffiths was elected as the new Chair, and Martin King is the new Vice-Chair. We would
like to thank Mike Allport for his valued contribution as Chair for the past year. We also welcomed returning Councillor Chris Upton who has now re-joined the Community Council.
In more exciting news of things to come, the Community Council are now planning for the return of the
village day which will be held at the Main Road Recreation Ground on the 28th August. More details to
follow soon!

A Note from the Newsletter Team:
Entries to the newsletter can be made by emailing newsletter@higherkinnerton.org.uk by the last Friday of the month. The newsletter
is produced by Higher Kinnerton Community Council (HKCC) on behalf of the community. HKCC reserves the right to amend submissions
to ensure best fit. All content provided in this newsletter is for informational purposes only and HKCC makes no representations as to the
accuracy of any information contained herein.

As always, if you have any stories that you would like to contribute to our monthly newsletter, please
email newsletter@higherkinnerton.org.uk
Higher Kinnerton Community Council

Plant sale for Nightingale Hospice
Barry Mewes has kindly organised a plant sale to raise
funds for Nightingale Hospice.
The lovely team at Walter’s Coffee Shop have been
selling these on Barry’s behalf and they have been very
popular!
The village day returns! The Community Council are currently planning the return of the village
day which will be held on the 28th August on Main Road Recreation Ground, and all to raise
money for the NHS.

There will be stalls, entertainment, competitions and a fabulous raffle that you will not want to
miss out on! More details will follow soon on Facebook and in the next newsletter.
If you are a business and would like to donate any raffle prizes, please contact
kat@higherkinnerton.org.uk

Higher Kinnerton

Dragon Sports Summer
Camp
Dragon Sports are pleased to be able to host a summer camp again this year
and can provide free places for a maximum of 15 children per session from
26th July to 26th August for the following age groups:

•

Children aged 7-11. Monday, Wednesday and Friday

•

Children aged 4-6. Tuesday and Thursday

Sessions will take place between 10am and 12pm on Main Road Recreation
Ground with all places being pre-booked. There will be a range of fun activities, all socially-distanced and with comprehensive arrangements in place to
ensure the safety and well-being of children at all times.

Booking arrangements will be included in the July newsletter and Facebook.

The plants are bedding Geraniums and Begonias, both
perfect for pots and of course borders.
Why not take a look the next time you go for that well
deserved coffee and cake?!

Walking in the Clwyds—by Martin King
An occasional series exploring the hills on our doorstep.

2. Penycloddiau
This latest article explores the ancient ironage hillfort of Penycloddiau, the largest such
hillfort in the Clwyd Range. The hill lies to
the north of Moel Arthur and many choose
to access the summit from a small car park
at the top of the road between Nannerch
and Llandyrnog. This walk starts and finishes however from the end of a steep road up
from Afonwen. Be aware that the final kilometre of this road is unmade and may not
be for the faint-hearted, but in my experience there is always space to park here.
The walk is some 8.5km in length, climbing
a total of about 270m. The paths are generally good, although parts of the bridleway
can be very muddy after prolonged rain. We walked this route in April of this year, a lovely time to enjoy the Clwyd hills, although it can be just as good in summer, autumn and winter.
Offa's Dyke path heads directly to the summit from here but instead we will tackle the route in an anticlockwise direction and head along a bridleway which skirts round the western flanks of Penycloddiau,
gradually losing height as it heads gently down above the Vale of Clwyd below. This first section is
where the mud can be unpleasant but the surface soon improves as the path contours around the
summit dome high above to our left. Below the patchwork pastures of the Vale of Clwyd offer up some
lovely views, with the Denbigh Moors and the distant Berwyns further to the south to test your local geographical knowledge!
This is easy walking, through walled lanes, open hillside and then woodland as the path gently loses
height and heads towards Llangwyfan. After some 3.5km the path forks and there are choices here.
The upper path to the left heads through a gate and directly up through the woods to the Penycloddiau
car park, but we carry on and drop down to join the Nannerch road for a short distance before heading
left through a gate and up a gentler woodland path which leads to the same car park. The woodland
here is quite open and on a sunny spring day the birds, insects and butterflies enjoy the floral variety in
these woods. Invariably there is a riot of birdsong to be enjoyed on this part of the walk.
The Penycloddiau car park can be busy (one of the reasons for starting from the northern end of the
walk) and most people access the summit directly. As an alternative we choose the broad forest road
which heads gently up through the woods and below the ridgeline above and to our right. This is generally quiet and emerges from the trees to afford
some wonderful views out over the Vale of Clwyd
and, on a clear day, towards the distant Snowdonia
mountains. The forest road gradually curves left before turning back to the right. On this corner there is
a partly hidden footpath to the right which heads up
through the woods and pops out on the higher, ridge
path just below the stile onto the open fell at 6km.
Here we pick up Offa's Dyke path and an information
board tells us we are in Coed Llangwyfan. If you
miss the wooded path don't worry, follow the forest
road to its end where a footpath to the right heads
steeply up the hillside to a stile over a fence and you
will now be in the hillfort ditch which you can follow
left to the summit.

Once on the open fell we cross the outer
perimeter ditch and follow the main path
where marker posts indicate the route of
Offa's Dyke path. We follow this for a kilometre all the way to the summit cairn on a
lovely grassy path which winds its way
through heather. In the late summer this is
a riot of colour and the sight of the Clwydian ridge glowing red with heather is simply
glorious. Away to the south the Jubilee
Tower on the summit of Moel Famau can
be clearly seen, a distinctive local landmark.
Interestingly Penycloddiau is one of a number of sites covered by the Heather and Hillforts audio heritage guide, which can be accessed using a mobile in situ (01745 222123). This provides an audio description of the historical features of Penycloddiau as you walk along the path. There is a series of info
marker posts along the path which provide the mobile number. The iron-age fort is truly vast and must
have been an intriguing place all those years ago, the audio guide does give a glimpse of how it might
have been. Eventually the summit cairn comes into view, standing atop what may well be a bronze-age
burial mound. This marks a splendid vantage point, a moment to enjoy a flask and a sandwich perhaps,
all the while taking in the views north and
south along the Clwyd range and looking further afield. Liverpool and the Wirral can be
seen to the east, the distant Snowdonia
mountains to the west.
All that remains now is to continue north
along Offa's Dyke path, dropping down a
grassy path which heads directly towards
Moel y Parc where a huge TV transmitter
stands broadcasting TV images to our living
rooms. Very soon we are back at the car park
to complete a thoroughly enjoyable circular
walk with both visual and historical interest.

Walking and Cycling in Flintshire—Have your say!
You may have noticed that we recently posted in the Higher Kinnerton Facebook group encouraging
residents to have their say on walking and cycling in Flintshire.
If you haven't taken a look at the website, we would really encourage you to do so. Add your voice and
help to not only improve walking and cycling routes, but also help to highlight problematic areas that you
would like to see fixed in the future.
The website allows you to drop a pin on to a map and give your say on what the problem areas are. For
instance, there might be an area where you think the road surfaces need improving, you wish there was
better signage on the road, or you think there are speeding issues. Please take a moment to check out
the website and give Flintshire County Council your views to enable them to encourage more active
travel. The website is www.flintshire.commonplace.is

If you do use the website, please let others know about your experience with it in our Facebook group.

A Swift Tale—by Katie Smith

Irene Williams

Their screeches can be heard in our skies and herald the beginning of our summer.
Swifts travel 6,000 miles from sub Saharan Africa to spend the summer months in the
UK in order to breed. They pass through the air space of 25 countries traversing deserts, forests and sea. As they acrobatically twist and turn over our heads its not hard to
believe that they are the fastest birds in level flight. Their top speed of 69.3 mph is only
beaten by the peregrine falcon in its famous diving ‘stoop’. Swifts eat, drink, bathe,
sleep and mate on the wing often only making contact with a solid surface when they
occupy a nesting site at the age of around four years.

It is with deep sadness and much love that we mourn the passing of Irene Williams of Springfield Court
on 1st May at the age of eighty three.

Over the past 20 years it is the decline in suitable nesting sites, along with a decrease in the number of
insects for them to feed on,* that has seen a 57% drop in their numbers. Scientists confirm that they are
in trouble but there are things that can be done to help these birds especially with regard to nesting sites.
Modern homes do not provide the space in walls, and under eaves, that their older counterparts do. In an
attempt to mitigate this some UK councils are incorporating ‘swift bricks’ into new builds such as schools,
hotels, social housing and university buildings.

Irene was preceded in death by her husband David. She is survived by her children; Kathrine, Graham,
and Mervyn; eight grandchildren; and three great grandchildren.

In addition there are also swift boxes which can be fixed under the eaves of our homes and recent research has shown that swifts are popular with the British public. They produce very little mess when nesting and so many are willing to put up a nest box in the hope of enticing them to take up residence. If you
wish to consider a nest box then then the RSPB website provides useful information and links.† Hopefully
your efforts will be rewarded with some new neighbours and your very own avian aerial display team!
*A citizen science project runs from June 1st until August 31st and aims to monitor the insect populations
in the UK. They need lots of people to sign up to help collect valuable data. A new app is allowing car users to collect data by counting the number of bugs squashed on their car registration plates, after an essential journey, using a ‘splatometer grid’ (yes, it really is called that!). For more information—
www.buglife.org.uk/get-involved/surveys/bugs-matter/ and https://shopping.rspb.org.uk

Scout Group Plant Sale
We sold 900 (exactly!) trays or planters, a big
increase on the last time. We want to thank
all of the people who supported us and
bought plants or helped collect orders or deliver them. The money from the Plant Sale
goes on the upkeep of the Scout building,
allowing us to hold our meetings, store our
equipment and garage our minibus.
Scouting is thriving in the village, despite
everything that has happened in the past
year, and we have big plans for improving
the building and bringing it up to date. We
expect to start during the summer holidays.
Watch out for updates.

Irene moved to the village in 2005 after having been born in Liverpool, and living most of her married
life in Caernarfon where, along with her husband David, she raised three children.
Irene was very fond of the village and spent her time here involved with the bowls club and Women’s
Institute, where she made many dear friends.

Her funeral took place on 15th May at St Asaph crematorium, a donation in her name was made to
Alzheimer’s Society.

Vacancy—Clerk to the Governers
With effect from June 2021 a vacancy has arisen for the position of part-time clerk to the Governing
Body at Ysgol Derwen .

To express an interest or to find out more about this varied and interesting role please contact the
school on 01244 660291, email kimail@hwbcymru.net or contact Helen Francis, Chair of Governors on
01244 660588.

