HIGHER KINNERTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL
NEWSLETTER CONTENT POLICY

1. Introduction

This policy sets out the Community Council’s approach to managing the content of the
local community newsletter. It ensures that the Community Council retains editorial
control and discretion over the content while complying with all relevant legal
requirements, particularly regarding equalities and non-discrimination and the
promotion of commercial businesses or charitable and non-charitable groups and
related events.

2. Purpose
The purpose of this policy is to:

o Ensure that the community newsletter reflects the interests and values of the
local community.

« Maintain editorial control over published content to uphold legal, ethical, and
community standards.

o Prevent discriminatory, offensive, or inappropriate material from being
published.

o Ensure compliance with the Equality Act 2010 and relevant anti-discrimination
legislation.

« Control the promotion of commercial businesses or charitable and non-
charitable groups unless they are approved newsletter advertisers.

3. Editorial Control

3.1 The Community Council retains full editorial discretion over the selection, editing,
and publication of all newsletter content.

3.2 The Community Council reserves the right to refuse, amend, or remove any
submission that does not align with the aims, values, or legal obligations of the
Council.

3.3 All submissions must align with the objectives of promoting inclusivity, fairness,
and community cohesion.

3.4 The Community Council has the right to decline submissions on the grounds that
they promote businesses, commercial activities, charitable or non-charitable groups,
except for approved community newsletter fee-paying advertisers whose approved
advertisements are published in each newsletter.

3.5 At its discretion, the Community Council may allow submissions declined under
section 3.4 to be included as a separate newsletter flyer, subject to payment of a fee in
the sum of £30.00 per flyer. The cost of producing and providing a flyer shall be the
sole responsibility of the person submitting the flyer for inclusion in the newsletter.

All submissions for flyers must align with the aims, values and legal obligations of the
Council and comply with this policy in all respects. The Community Council shall not
be responsible in any respect for newsletter flyers produced in accordance with this
paragraph 3.5 and permissions by the Community Council to include a newsletter flyer
shall be limited to once every twelve months per requester.

3.6 The Community Council's decision regarding all newsletter content shall be final.
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4. Content Standards
All published content must:

e Be relevant to the community and in the public interest.

o Be non-discriminatory and inclusive, avoiding language or imagery that could
be considered offensive, harmful, or exclusionary.

« Not promote any form of hate speech, harassment, or discrimination based on
protected characteristics under the Equality Act 2010 (e.g., age, disability,
gender reassignment, marriage/civil partnership, pregnancy/maternity, race,
religion/belief, sex, or sexual orientation).

« Not endorse or promote political parties, candidates, or specific religious beliefs,
ensuring neutrality and impartiality.

« Be lawful, accurate, and not misleading.

« Not include commercial advertising or promotional content for businesses,
charitable or non-charitable organizations unless expressly approved as a
community newsletter advertiser or otherwise expressly approved by the
Community Council in support of village-based community groups, businesses
and organizations.

5. Submission and Approval Process

5.1 Submissions must be sent to the designated editorial team by the specified
deadline.

5.2 The editorial team will review all content for compliance with this policy before
publication.

5.3 If a submission is deemed unsuitable, the Council may provide feedback and
request revisions or decline publication.

5.4 The Community Council's decision on content inclusion is final.

6. Disclaimer

The Community Council shall include a disclaimer in the newsletter to confirm all
content provided in the newsletter is for informational purposes only and the
Community Council makes no representations as to the accuracy of any information
contained within the newsletter. The publication of an advertisement does not
constitute endorsement by the Community Council of the advertiser, its products, or
services.

7. Policy Review

This policy will be reviewed annually or as required to ensure it remains compliant with
legal standards and reflects community needs.
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