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Celebrating Mike Neilson - 50 Years of Dedication to the Village Hall 

After an incredible 50 years of service, Mike Neilson has retired from the Village Hall Management Committee. 

Mike’s unwavering commitment and efforts have played a pivotal role in shaping the hall into the community 

space that it is today. 

In his early days on the committee,  Mike was instrumental in fundraising, organizing events to generate funds for 

the development of the Blue Room.  

More recently, Mike’s expertise, alongside former committee member Richard Cookson, has been invaluable in 

securing grant funding for a variety of major projects and essential repairs. This has led to significant upgrades to 

the hall, including new toilets, a modernized kitchen, wall insulation, enhanced lighting, a new boiler, resurfaced 

car park, and the replacement of windows and fencing. Each of these improvements has made a lasting difference, 

ensuring the hall remains a comfortable and welcoming space for all.  

To mark his retirement, the Village Hall Management Committee hosted a celebration to thank Mike for his years 

of service, pictured below.  

Mike’s legacy will continue to be felt for years to come. His work has left an enduring mark on the village hall and 

we wish him all the best in his retirement! 

 



 

Welsh Senedd Constituency Changes 

After a protracted consultation period the Democracy and Boundary Commission Cymru has recently concluded a review of 

the constituency boundaries in Wales and have drawn up a revised list of the new Welsh Senedd constituencies which will  

be in place for Senedd elections in 2026. The principal changes are that all constituency names will now be in Cymraeg 

(Welsh) and there will be a total of 16 six-member constituencies (down from 40). The number of Senedd members (MSs) to 

be elected rises from 60 to 96 with associated changes to the way we will vote. The new system will use what is termed the 

closed proportional list voting system which, essentially, means that the number of seats a party or independent candidate 

wins will more closely reflect the percentage of votes they get. 

The new Senedd constituencies are 

• Bangor Conwy Môn 

• Clwyd 

• Fflint Wrecsam 

• Gwynedd Maldwyn 

• Ceredigion Penfro 

• Sir Gaerfyrddin 

• Gŵyr Abertawe 

• Brycheiniog Tawe Nedd 

• Afan Ogwr Rhondda 

• Pontypridd Cynon Merthyr 

• Blaenau Gwent Caerffili Rhymni 

• Sir Fynwy Torfaen 

• Casnewydd Islwyn 

• Caerdydd Penarth 

• Caerdydd Ffynnon Taf 

• Pen-y-bont Bro Morgannwg 

Locally we in Higher Kinnerton will fall into the new Fflint Wrecsam Senedd constituency which combines the Alyn and 

Deeside UK constituency paired with the Wrexham UK constituency. Fflint Wrecsam will be represented by six MSs to be 

chosen in the 2026 election. As voters we will vote once, either for a party or for an independent candidate. The number of 

MSs chosen for a given party will reflect the percentage of votes cast for that party in the constituency. 



 

Services 

Sunday 6th April at 9.30am All Age Service followed by refreshments. 

Sunday 13th April at 9.30am All Age Service to celebrate Palm Sunday. 

Thursday 17th April at 7.00pm Maundy Thursday Gathering. 

Enjoy a cheese board and a reflection on the significance of the Last Supper. 

(Please confirm your attendance with the Rev. Hana by 31st March, and bring along your favourite cheese to 

share) 

Friday 18th April at 2.00pm Good Friday. A joint service at All Saints to reflect on Jesus’ journey to the Cross. 

Sunday 20th April at 6.20am Sunrise Service at Hope Mountain (LL12 9HE) to greet the dawn on Easter Day. 

Sunday 20th April at 10.00am All Age Easter Communion Service with an Easter Egg hunt. 

Sunday 27th April at 9.30am Holy Communion. 

Wednesday, 16th April at 10.30am Coffee Morning. Everyone is very welcome. 

Easter Lilies 

Anyone wishing to remember a loved one at Easter time can make a donation towards the Easter Lilies being used 

to decorate the church on Easter Sunday. Please put your donation in an envelope together with the name of the 

person/s you wish to be remembered. Mel and Mike Allport, 63 Main Road or Jill Griffiths, 68 Llys Derwen will be 

pleased to accept your donation. The names of your loved ones will be read out during the morning service on 

Easter Sunday. 

HAPPY EASTER EVERYONE 

All Saints Church News 

Higher Kinnerton Indoor Bowls 

The Indoor Bowls has now closed for the season, as the season runs from September to March. 

The club has a good social membership and a team that takes part in the Wrexham Welsh Indoor League. We are 

always looking for new team members who can be available to play on Tuesday afternoon ’s and also in the Welsh 

national competitions.  

The team have had a good season, finishing in the middle of the league. 

See you all in September! 

Geoff Haffenden 



 

Higher Kinnerton Cinema — April Screening 

Our April screening will be ‘CONCLAVE’ [15] and will be 

shown in the Village Hall on Wednesday 30th April 2025. 

Conclave has won multiple prestigious awards, including the 

2025 BAFTA Award for Best Film.  

When Cardinal Lawrence (Ralph Fiennes) is tasked with 

leading one of the world’s most secretive and ancient events, 

selecting a new Pope, he finds himself at the centre of a web 

of conspiracies and intrigue that could shake the very 

foundation of the Catholic Church.  

Doors open at 6.30 p.m. 

Film starts at 7.00 p.m. 

Tickets are available on the door and as well as paying by 

cash, we now have a card reader so you can pay with a simple 

swipe. Tickets can also be pre-booked on our secure online 

ticket platform at: https://bit.ly/4inhGS8, where you can also 

watch the trailer for the film! 

 

You can see a preview of our future films and book tickets at                                                                                           

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/higher-kinnerton-cinema 

 

 



 

Kinnerton Walking Group — Spotlight on ‘Out of Village Walks’ in 

2025 

Higher Kinnerton Walking Group meet every Thursday afternoon in the Village Hall at 1.00 pm for a 1.15pm start 

for our planned walks, which are usually about 90 minutes, then afterwards we enjoy tea & coffee with cake & 

biscuits in Higher Kinnerton Village Hall. 

On the first Thursday of the month we normally have a pre-planned “Out of the Village Walk”. 

As a spotlight on the planned “Out of the Village Walks” in 2025: 

  In April we have a walk from Shotton Deeside to Deeside Industrial Park. 

  Sefton Park in May (catching the train from Wrexham, Penyfford, Buckley and Hawarden). 

 Pentre Halkyn in June with car sharing from the village. West Kirby by train with a Picnic lunch on Hilbre 

Island in July, thanks to Chris Holden who has kindly checked out the tides for us. 

  Other planned destinations include the Sandstone Trail, the Port Sunlight train, Hawarden Village walk, 

and a walk in Chester with lunch. 

We are a friendly and social group of people who have been walking together for over 12 years. 

New walkers are always very welcome to come and see if it is for you. There’s no expectation to walk every week 

and our group is friendly, informal and welcoming. For an informal chat to find out more please contact our Walk 

Leaders, Brian or Rosalind. 

Our Walk Leader contact details are: 

  Brian Foley : 07983 494235       Rosalind Hilton : 07884 447534 

Where it all started? 

It all started on 7 April 2011 when our first walk 

happened. Since then we have walked approxi-

mately 3,000 miles and over 700 walks. With 

about 150 out of the village walks. The photo is of 

a walk around Holt which was one of our first. 

To celebrate our 14th anniversary,  we are going 

to Bollicini the Italian restaurant in Chester on 10 

April on the bus, bit far to walk. 

On the first Thursday of April we will be walking 

alongside the River Dee starting in Shotton and 

ending up in a cafe for tea and cake. 

If anyone wants to join in just get in touch - we 

are planning to go to Hilbre Island in the summer!  



 

InPost Locker 

You may have seen, or already used, the new InPost locker which is situated at the Village Hall. This is a 

convenient way to send and collect parcels. It is simple and easy to use, but for information on how to use the 

service, just visit: inpost.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exciting Green Upgrades at the Village Hall 

We are also delighted to tell you that the Village Hall is installing Solar Panels and two electric vehicle charging 

points at the Village Hall! 

This fantastic initiative has been made possible with support from Higher Kinnerton Community Council and the 

Community Facilities Programme, and is a big step forward in our goal of reducing carbon emissions and creating 

a cleaner, greener space for our community. 

Sustainability is at the heart of what we do, and we have already introduced: 

An energy-efficient boiler             LED lighting for reduced energy consumption 

Push-fit taps to conserve water     Admin Print Think to reduce paper waste 

A Hive heating control system for smarter energy use 

Split recycling bins to cut waste 

We will keep you updated with when the new solar panel and EV charging systems have been installed and we 

have plenty more hall improvements planned for this year. 

To make a booking or to see what is on at the Village Hall, just visit our website at:   

https://hallbookingonline.com/kinnerton/ 



 

Community Library Installed 

Higher Kinnerton Community Council is pleased 

to announce that the Community Library (book 

exchange) is officially open and ready to be 

filled with your books.  

The library is situated in the heart of the village, 

just on the footpath of the Main Road, adjacent 

to Walters Coffee Shop.  

This is a project which has been worked on for 

some time and particular thanks go to Jane     

Liddle and Liz Corner for making it a reality. 

The community library is already filling up with 

books, so take a look on your next walk through 

the village and pick up a pre-loved read and 

leave one of your own, so that someone else can enjoy the delight of reading! 

Kinnerton WI — Open Evening 

To celebrate 80 years since the end of World Two Thursday 1st May Alistair Baker is going to be talking on     

Common Wealth War Graves. 

Non WI members £3 entry fee including refreshments. 

Further information contact Hazel 01244 660751. 



A Note from the Newsletter Team: Entries to the newsletter can be made by emailing newsletter@higherkinnerton.org.uk by 

the third Friday of the month. The newsletter is produced by Higher Kinnerton Community Council (HKCC) on behalf of the 

community. HKCC reserves the right to amend submissions to ensure best fit. All content provided in this newsletter is for 

informational purposes only and HKCC makes no representations as to the accuracy of any information contained herein. The 

publication of an advertisement does not constitute endorsement by HKCC of the advertiser, its products or services. 
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